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Andrew Bird is a one-man 
show, but Calvin’s stage is littered 
with instruments — a piano, a 
drum set, a xylophone and other 
various odds and ends. Sitting in 
the back is something that looks 
like a Siamese gramophone with a 
monkey attached to it. Is Andrew 
Bird going to play all of these 
instruments? No. Ken Hefner 
made clear at the beginning of the  
show that he was going to be 
joined by Mason Jar Music, if 
only briefly.

Bird walks onto the stage and 
wordlessly starts plucking his 
violin. The room is quiet. Then 
it sounds as if two violins are 
plucking, doing a playful dance 
with each other, but on stage it’s 
still just Bird. Layers continue to 
stack upon each other — whistles, 
strums, long draws of a bow. It’s 
amazing how many sounds Bird 
is able to pull from his violin. 
Before too long there’s an entire 
symphony of violins onstage, in-
tricately and seamlessly pieced to-
gether. Bird still controls the flow, 

slowing down when he needs to, 
turning certain loops off with, 
all with the tap of a foot. Then 
the Siamese gramophone starts 
spinning like a tornado siren,  
causing the music in the room 
to swell in and out like a warbly 
old record.

If anyone didn’t know before, 
now they do; Bird is a classically 
trained musician, able to mix 
classical music with indie-rock 
like they were cut from the same 
cloth. Pop, blues, jazz — Bird 
entertains them all. I would hate 
to pin him down. His music is like 
a piece of literature being written 
in front of you, deeply thought  
out, and yet improvised, spon-
taneous.

In his song “Why?” he casually 
f licks his hand and chats to the 
audience in the sultry voice of a 
performer at a late night cabaret. 
“Damn you for being so easygo-
ing,” he croons to some long-gone 
lover before jumping back into 
his violin blues. His music gives 
him voice, allowing him to jump 
into different roles from song to 
song. In “A Nervous Tic Motion 
of the Head to the Left,” he enacts 
the songs title, leaving lyrics in 

fragments as the 
nervous tic over-
whelms him.

C l o s i n g  m y 
e ye s ,  I  f o r g e t 
the lonely crea-
ture on stage and 
f loat on the mu-
sic. Moments of 
beaut y l i ke “A 
Hole in the Ocean 
Floor” color the 
air like an under-
stated cinematic 
score. Songs like 
“ T h r e e  W h i t e 
Horses” visit ee-
rie places while 
Bird crouches on 
the floor with his 
looping system, 
warping the song 
he just recorded  
t o  s o m e t h i n g 
g h o s t l y  a n d 
haunted.

M a s o n  J a r 
Music comes on 
to the stage help 
Bi rd f in ish the 
show. They fill all 
the empty space, 
giving life to the 

inst r uments s t rewn 
about. There’s more 
energy with them there, 
dancing and playing 
along exper t ly with 
Bird, who they watch 
carefully at every mo-
ment. Maybe he would 
benef it f rom having 
a team of musicians 
more often; or, maybe 
there’s more to gain 
f rom h i s  lonesome 
musical ponderings. 
Both bring something 
different to the table 
— a social gathering  
versus a dreamy reflec-
tion.

His music is s t i l l 
waf t ing around the 
rafters of my head as 
I walk back into my 
house. I feel like I just 
watched a genius reflect 
on life before my eyes, 
and I can’t help but feel 
that every ref lection 
Bird gives will take a 
different direction, ex-
plore different ideas, 
mean something differ-
ent for everyone.

Bird played on Friday evening as part of the biannual 
Festival of Faith and Music.

PHOTO BY JAMES LI

Andrew Bird: Classical, intricate, alive

BY CONNOR STERCHI
On-Call Writer

With less than 27 hours re-
maining until campaigning ends, 
a second executive team has 
joined the race for student senate, 

challenging David Kuenzi and 
Alicia Smit, who were previously 
unopposed in the race.

Osita Mefor and Aaron Ling 
will be running for president and 
vice president against Kuenzi 
and Smit, who started campaign-
ing last Wednesday night for 

executive team and were shoo-
in candidates until this recent 
development.

The current student senate 
asked Kuenzi and Smit whether 
they would allow the team to 
enter the race at the last minute, 
and they approved.

“I’m really grateful for that,” 
Mefor said. “There are people 
who were saying it’s too late for 
them to come in, but they were 
really nice about it, so a big thank 
you to them.”

Mefor is a junior business oper-
ations major and information sys-

tems minor 
from Nigeria, 
and Ling is a 
sophomore 
nursing major 
from Toronto. 
Neither Mefor 
nor Ling have 
been elected 
t o  s t u d e n t 
senate before.

Okafur 
decided that 
he wanted to 
r u n  fo r  ex-
ecutive team 
after reading 
i n  C h i m e s 
that Kuenzi 
and Smit were 
running with-
out contend-
ers.

“I thought 
[ t h e  r a c e ] 
w o u l d  b e 
more i nte r-
esting,” said 
Mefor. “I got 

out  of  c la ss 
and I picked up 

the Chimes and saw the exec team 
running unopposed. Something 
has to be done about this.”

Mefor started his search for a 
running mate and was able to find 
a friend who was willing to join 
the race with him.

“I spent all weekend trying to 
get someone to run with me, but 
nobody actually wanted to step 
up, so I gave up,” Mefor said. “But 
then yesterday evening at dinner, 
someone said he was going for 
senate as well. I knew him, but we 
just made the decision last night.”

Mefor and Ling’s last-minute 
decision to run meant that they 
had to scurry to obtain 500 sig-
natures.

“We just ran around,” Mefor 
said. “We went to the library 
floors going up and down today.”

Because the other executive 
team has already been campaign-
ing for six days, Mefor said that 
the campaign feels somewhat 
intimidating.

“It seems daunting, stressful as

Mefor and Ling decided to join the race when after heard David Kuenzi and Alicia Smit were running unopposed.
PHOTO BY RYAN STRUYK

Team joins executive race in the eleventh hour

Voting ends Friday 
at 5 p.m.  You should 
have received a ballot 

by email.
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The students boil the sap in an 
evaporator — a giant pan on 
top of a boiler — that can hold 
55 gallons of liquid.

The evaporator was made 
by Calvin from materials the 
campus didn’t need anymore. 
By using wood as an energy 
source to boil the sap, the 
project is almost entirely so-
lar powered,” adds Hofman. 
“How cool is that? It’s like 
liquid sunlight!”It takes 30 to 

35 gallons of 
water to get 
one gal lon 
of syrup; it 
takes about 
2 4  h o u r s 
t o  m a k e 
o ne  ba t c h 
o f  s y r u p . 
“Students 
b e g i n  t h e 
evaporation 
process  at 
5  p.m.  on 
Friday take 
turns being 
in charge of 
t he  bo i le r 
until 3 a.m. 
to 5 a.m.” 
said Faber.
This year’s 
maple syr-
up i n g  h a s 
certainly 

been a success.“We plan on 
continuing for the foreseeable 
future,” Faber said. “It’s a cool 
way to see what the environ-
ment can do for us without us 
hurting it.”Skillen believes stu-
dents get a real satisfaction in 
project that has such a unique 
finished project and that maple 
syruping provides “a good bal-
ance to the students’ regular 
academic work.”

“One of the biggest benefits 
I can see in a maple syrup 
project is allowing students to 
be fascinated by creation and 
giving them opportunity to 
experience that awe firsthand,” 
Hofman adds.

CALVIN.EDU

KELLEE DRAGT
Staff Writer

St udents and communit y 
members gathered for an hour-
long traditional African worship 
se r v ice  l a s t 
ednesday at 7 
p.m.

I t  w a s  a 
t i me  of  d e -
v o t i o n  a n d 
praise f i l led 
with African 
praise songs 
and contem-
porar y wor-
sh ip  s o n g s . 
Although the 
service start-
ed out fairly 
mellow, as the 
night went on, 
it grew louder 
and more en-
thusiastic.

“Africans 
are very ex-
pressive peo-
ple  because 
eve r yone i s 
free to express 
themselves. 
People are ac-
tual ly genu-
ine and this 
i s  how they 
express them-
selves for the 
Lord,” said Jonathan Eigege.

Eigege helped put together 
the service and is on the African 
Students Association staff.

The room’s atmosphere was 
exuberant as singing filled the 

space. The songs were diverse 
and energetic. 

There were songs from Nigeria, 
and versions of more tradition-
al songs, such as “Lord I Lift 
Your Name On High,” with a 
Jamaican flare. 

Most of the songs were all 
about giving praise to God and 
worshiping Him as king.

“We tried to mix it up, since 
we are trying to bring about cul-
tural awareness. We did not want 

JULIA LAPLACA
Staff Writer

This year Calvin’s creation 
care and outdoor recreation floor 
embarked on an environmentally 
sustainable, rewarding and ul-
timately sweet project — maple 
syruping.  Bottles of maples syrup 
harvested from Calvin’s own 
campus are available for $10 in 
the geology department office.

Rachel 
Faber, one 
of the proj-
ect’s student 
leaders, es-
timates 130 
g a l lon s  o f 
syrup have 
b e e n  h a r -
ve s t e d ,  a s 
opposed to 
80 ga l lons 
l a s t  y e a r .
Professor 
Jamie 
S k i l l e n  o f 
the geology 
department 
mastermind-
ed the proj-
ect.

“Maple 
syruping is 
awesome,” 
h e  s a y s . 
“The benefit of doing it here 
on campus is two-fold. First, 
it is a sustainable use of trees 
on campus, since you can tap a 
sugar maple for decades without 
doing measurable damage, and it 
is about as local as you can get.”

“Second, it gives students a 
better sense of how much work 
and energy goes into maple syrup, 
avoiding the sense that it just 
comes from the grocery store.”

The proceeds from the syrup 
will be used to fund another 
stewardship project on campus.

“We are currently discussing 
putting the money into a rain 
garden project” said Skillen.

Students began tapping the 

f irst week when the temper-
ature in the in the upper 30s 
during the day and the 20s at 
night.“Watching the weather is 
important,” explains Faber. “The 
change in temperature makes 
the sap move up through the tree 
more quickly.”

Students tapped the tree by 
drilling holes and placing 5/16th-
inch tap tubes in the trees that 
dripped into five-gallon buckets. 
Sarah Hofman, another student 

leader, explains what happens in 
a tapped tree: “In the fall, maple 
trees store nutrients made by 
photosynthesis from their leaves 
in their roots. In the spring, the 
trees start to bring the stored 
sugars back up their trunks to 
begin making leaves and start the 
process of photosynthesis again. 
When you tap a sugar maple, 
you are gathering a tiny frac-
tion of this sap.”Sap is 3 percent 
sugar and 97 percent water, so 
the sap needs to be boiled down 
significantly. “When the sap has 
boiled down to about 66 percent 
sugar and 34 percent water — it’s 
syrup! We bottle it, slap a sticker 
on it and admire,” says Hofman.

people to think that we only sing 
African songs; we also sing songs 
like ‘Hosanna,’” said Eigege.

T h e  A f r i c a n  S t u d e n t s 
Association put on the service. 
They are a relatively new organi-
zation that got started a year ago 

this April. 
They have been working on 

putting this event on for the past 
two months and hope to be able 
to put on a few more chapels. The 
African Students Association put 

on the worship service to allow 
people to experience the African 
culture through worshiping our 
Lord.

“We tried to bring cultural 
awareness of our worship style 
back home,” said Eigege.

The African 
Students 
Association 
w a n t e d  t o 
b r i n g  t w o 
groups of peo-
ple together to 
worship and 
bring a taste 
o f  ho me  t o 
Calvin College 
through this 
time of praise 
and devotion. 
Association 
p u t  o n  t h e 
worship ser-
vice to allow 
people to ex-
perience the 
Afr ican cul-
ture through 
worshiping 
our Lord.

We  t r i e d 
to bring cul-
tural aware-
ne s s  o f  ou r 
worship style 
back home,” 
said Eigege.
The Afr ican 
Students 

Association wanted to bring 
two groups of people together 
to worship and bring a taste 
of  home to Ca lv in Col lege 
through this t ime of praise 
and devotion. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

well,” he said. “But I believe with 
the right drive, we should be able 
to get something done, even if it’s 
just for a couple hours.”

As for what Mefor and Ling 
plan to do if they are elected, 
some of their priorities include 
providing more funding for stu-
dent organizations and opening 
buildings on off-days.

“One thing is balancing bud-
gets for student organizations,” 
Mefor said. “Some of the orga-
nizations don’t have enough to 
do what they need to do. Also, 
buildings should be open during 
holidays like Good Friday for stu-
dents to actually study, if students 
need to study.”

In addition to keeping build-
ings open on some holidays, 
Mefor would also attempt to keep 
the dorms open for some of the 
longer holiday breaks.

“The dorms are open during 
Thanksgiving, which is four 
nights, and spring break is just a 
couple of more nights,” he said.

Mefor also wants to enhance 
the quality of food available at 
the dining halls.

“I would l i ke to f ight to 
improve dining hall foods as 
well as Johnny’s food by creat-
ing more variety,” said Mefor. 
“You have the basic burgers and 
chicken baskets and it gets boring. 
Why not have specialty dinners 
maybe once or twice a week?”

Because time is so scarce be-
fore election day, Mefor hopes 
to spread the message about his 
campaign mainly by talking with 
people.

“From my point of view, it’s 
better to do word-of-mouth, meet-
and-greet,” he said.

African worship service a time of praise and song

RACE: new teamStudents harvest syrup from Calvin’s campus

CALVIN AFRICAN ASSOCIATION

The African Students Association organized and executed the night of worship, presenting a diverse 
range of expressive and energetic music. 

Students from fi rst vR’s Creation Care/Outdoor Receration fl oor 
gathered an estimated 130 gallons of syrup.

Voting for student 
senate positions ends 

Friday, April 19 at 
5 p.m. 
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Calvin’s own cellists will be 
performing a special concert, or 
Cello Cabaret, in the 
recital hall. 

Admission is free to 
the event, which will 
be held on April 20 at 
3 p.m.

T he prog ram has 
been completely in-
spired, organized and 
publicized by student 
cellists and will feature 
ensembles varying from 
duets, to as many as 15 
cellists. 

They wi l l  be per-
forming 13 pieces, in-
cluding works by Lady 
Gaga, Vivaldi, Bach and 
Metallica, as well as an 
original composition.

This group of dedi-
cated musicians repre-
sents students from all 
different majors (mostly 
non-music majors) and 
classes, but all of them 
express great enthusi-
asm for their instrument 
and this unique com-
munity.

The idea for a cello 
show occurred to some 
of the cellists last se-
mester.

“We started with one ensem-
ble piece last semester and then 
it took off from there,” explains 
sophomore Josh Rieter.

“We began planning during  
interim and picking the music 
and have been practicing since 
then,” adds sophomore Amy 
Tenney.

“Basically, there’s a lot of  
cool cello music out there and 

this was a great opportunity to 
play some of it!,  ” says junior 
Marie Bloem.

“You can play anything on a 
cello because we can play both 
the melody and the bass line, 

Ruiter explains.
“The cello is one of the only 

instruments that can make up 
a whole orchestra” says Bloem. 
“Cellos have no limits, but we’re 
a little biased,” she explains jok-
ingly. 

“We love all instruments, but 
are just partial to the cello for its 
tone, range and versatility.”

The concer t is especia l ly  

exciting because it will include 
pieces not usually performed by 
cellists.

Freshman Andrew Plaisier 
says, “I like to listen to a lot of 
pieces on YouTube. And I didn’t 

get the chance to play them in 
high school. It’s been great to do 
them now.”

The ensemble hopes the pro-
gram will be popular with stu-
dents.

“You are going to get to hear 
pieces you don’t usually hear 
from cellos,” says Bloem.

Understandably, the cellists 
have bonded a lot during their 

hours of practice and hours of 
preparation to make the cabaret 
a possibility.

“We have a cel lo family,” 
Tenney explains. “It sounds cli-
che and dumb, but it’s true.”

Plaisier adds: “We were al-
ready getting close last semester 
but the cello community has only 
gotten tighter.”

“We’ve especial ly enjoyed 
getting to know the cellists who 
don’t play in orchestra — the 
people who just started cello 
or have picked it up again after 
losing interest in high school,” 
says Tenney.“It’s been amazing  

to see the non-orchestra members 
prioritize music for this event!”

Luke Jebb, not a member of the 
orchestra, says that coming into 
the practice rooms is a wonder-
ful escape from his other school 

activities.
“When I go into the  

practice room after a 
long day of econom-
ics, it’s like going to 
a little, peaceful cello 
island.”

J e b b  a p p r e c i -
a te s  t he  se n se  of 
c o m m u n i t y  t h e  
musicians have in 
the practice rooms. 
H e  s a y s  e v e r y -
one is friendly and  
will peek into each 
o t h e r ’s  p r a c t i c e 
rooms, creating an 
encouraging, sup-
portive atmosphere.

The cello commu-
nity occurs outside 
the practice rooms, 
too.

“We go on cel -
los dates,” explains 
Bloem. “We’ll go out 
to a concert and then 
eat together.”

The cellists have 
shared their music in 
a local nursing home 
as  wel l .“We even  
s e n t  o u t  c e l l o 
C h r i s t m a s  c a r d s 

and we’ve had numerous pho-
to shoots,” she adds.“Yeah, 
we’regetting good at those,” junior  
Rita Clousing says.

 “We sometimes do ‘dress 
up  d r e s s  r e he a r s a l s ’ t o o — 
u g l y  s w e a t e r  c e l l o s f o r  
C h r i s t m a s ,  c l a s s y  c e l l o s 
etc.”This one-of-kindcommu-
nity promises to give Calvin a 
 not-to-be-missed cabaret.

By Sharon Dhavale
Staff Writer

Are you witnessing students 
walking around with bandanas 
tied around their arms or fore-
heads? Are sock balls flying over 
your head?

Calvin’s campus is currently 
the stage for an epic game of 
tag where zombies chase after 
humans to expand and build a 
zombie horde.

“The game is played all over 
the world in places such as 
churches, military bases and 
community centers,” says Jared 
Votaw, the resident director 

of Boer-Bennink. Votaw ini-
tially introduced this game to 
the college last year, where they 
played the game for a duration 
of five days.

The game began around 10:45 
p.m. on Sunday night after a 
brief informational meeting to 
introduce the game before its 
commencement. During this 
game, students who had signed 
up to participate would tie a 
bandana on their upper arm to 
signify their “human” status. 
One allocated mystery zom-
bie will commence the game 
by building a zombie horde by 
tagging humans. The mystery 
zombie would remain unknown 
for 24 hours.

The game then climaxes with 
zombies chasing after their hu-
man prey. Humans can defend 
themselves by throwing a sock 
ball to paralyze the zombie and 
manage an escape, hoping to stay 
alive and human.

According to humansvszom-
bies.org, the website dedicated 

to this game, “human players 
must remain vigilant and defend 
themselves with sock balls to 
avoid being tagged by a growing 
zombie horde.” The chase for 

victory will go on for four days 
ending at 10:30 p.m. on Thursday 
night.

Furthermore, the game will 
involve certain missions that 

humans have to complete success-
fully. This game is more than just 
an average game of tag. Humans 
vs. Zombies comes with 

advantageous and appealing 
bonuses that make it a beneficial 
game to be played within a col-
lege setting.

“It’s a way to build commu-
nity,” says Votaw.

Students who are par t ici-
pating in the game are finding 
themselves meeting new people 
throughout campus.

“I’m not really expecting to 
win,” says Amber Gilliland, a 
current freshman at Calvin.

“The game is a way to get 

involved, which I enjoy doing,” 
Gilliland continues.

“You get to know more people. 
For instance, this lunch, I already 
met another human who is trying 

to stay alive and we just started 
talking,” says Gilliland.

Students involved in the game 
are already finding themselves 
reaching out and meeting new 
people, building acquaintances 
and making friends. A game of 
tag is giving people opportunities 
to expand their social circles and 
friend zones.

“Besides the experience of 
playing this game, I also am look-
ing forward to the camaraderie 
that I will build from this game,” 
adds Matthew Schanck, also a 
current freshman.

“It’s a free game,” 
continues Votaw, “so it’s a 

cheap way to build community 
on campus.”

The game offers unique ways 
for students to build community. 
Students are also experiencing 

teamwork through this game.
“We have missions as humans 

and these missions make us work 
together,” says Schanck.

According to Votaw, Humans 
vs. Zombies also provides stu-
dents an opportunity to be in-
volved and active on campus.

“It’s important for students 
to feel and be involved in their 
college experience,” says Votaw.

Students who have 
eagerly joined the game ap-

pear to be looking for a break 
from college academic life and 
are looking for fun involvement 
around campus.

“It’s the end of the year and I 

want to have fun,” 
says Jessica Somerville.
“In all honesty, it adds excite-

ment to my life when finals and 
papers are coming up,” concludes 

Somerville.
Humans vs. Zombies has also 

been introduced at the perfect 
time. Students are looking for 
unique experiences and fun 
distractions as they begin to 
feel the heavy load of being a 
student. This game is serving as 
a breather for those feeling the 
stress of a school year coming 
to an end.

For others, it appears to be 
giving a positive push for their 
busy academic life.

“I enjoy the adrenaline it 
provides for me, which actually 
helps me study and focus better 
later,” says Matthew Schanck.

Students are running around 
campus excited and mildly para-
noid. Humans seek to survive 
and win in the end, and zom-
bies aim to build their horde. 
Competition is alive and the 
game is getting heavily intense 
as humans encounter their mis-
sion 

while having the challenge 
of staying alive. Zombies are 
nearby and equally vigilant as 

they continue to feed on human 
f lesh and add to their growing 
zombie horde.

“It’s day one of the game, and 
I’m already feeling paranoid,” 
says Gilliland.“How long am I 
actuallygoing to last?” 

questions Somerville.“It’s an 
intense game and people are 
ready to attack. There a lot of 
action and a lot paranoia,” adds 
Matthew Schanck.

The campus runs rampant 
with humans and zombies each 
striving for a victory in an epic 
battle of tag.

Who will win? 
Humans or zombies?

Human vs. Zombies invades Calvin’s campus

A Cello Cabaret: Showcasing Calvin talent and dedication

Students find playing Humans vs. Zombies a way to meet people and build community.
humanS vS. ZomBieS.org

The program is completely inspired and organized by student cellists and will feature a variety of ensembles. File Photo
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These damn dams need to get out of  the river.

Rachel Johnson, “Grand Rapids hopes”

BY BRITTANY BEEZHOLD
Staff Writer

To r r e n c e  O ’ H a i r e ,  T h e 
Starving Artist, is a self-made 
private chef developing a differ-
ence in the culinary culture. As a 
devout traditionalist and trained 
sommelier and mixologist, 
O’Haire is always searching 
for something new to try.

“Everything [is] this pas-
sionate hunger for experi-
ence. When I make things, 
it’s my philosophy, art, style, 
design [and] aesthetic,”  
says O’Haire.

O’Haire believes that 
food is more than a meal. 
Food is about exploring 
culture and tradition while 
establ ish ing communi-
ty and presence around  
the table. O’Haire also does 
a variety of cheffing right 
from his backyard.

“My background is in 
definitively farm to table,” 
says O’Haire.

“I grew up out in the 
fa r m la nds.  My mom’s 
family is the family that 
I basically grew up with 
and all of them are French 
Gypsy farmer ar t i s t s,”  
says O’Haire.

“T h i ng s  to  me t h a t 
seemed completely normal, 
I am slowly coming to real-
ize that, nope, that’s just us. 
Like foraging in the woods, 
berry picking or picking 
herbs for tea,” says O’Haire.

O’Haire credits his culi-
nary training to a lifetime spent in 
the kitchen, surrounded by vary-
ing styles and levels of expertise 
of his mom and aunts.

“If you wanted to hang out 
with everybody, you had to be 
in the kitchen. If you were in the 
kitchen, you were either put on 
clean up duty or you had to make 
yourself useful,” says O’Haire.

“When people [ask] 'where 

did you go to culinary school?' 
I jokingly answer, ‘oh, I’ve been 
in culinary school for 25 years,’” 
says O’Haire.

From ages 14 to 19, O’Haire 
cooked at every opportunity.

“I messed a lot of stuff up. 
Don’t get me wrong; I was not a 
child prodigy or amazing chef at 

age 14,” says O’Haire.
He entered the f ine dining 

scene at age 17 as a host and 
busboy.

“As much as I was just busboy 
and host, I was so interested in 
being a part of what was going 
on. I was so interested and in-
vested. I was always following 
people around asking questions,”  
says O’Haire.

O’Haire identified the distinc-
tion between understanding the 
technical aspects and recogniz-
ing how foods work together as a 
meal or menu.

“It became this natural fu-
sion. I’ve worked quite literally 
in almost every aspect of this 
industry,” says O’Haire.

“With that stylistic back-
ground, it became an easy 
jump of ‘I bet I can fuse this 
into something that is more 
than just me working in 
somebody else’s restaurant. 
I bet if I quite all of my jobs, 
I would find some way to 
make this work because it 
would have to.’ And so I 
did,” says O’Haire.

Since December 2011, 
O’Haire has worked un-
der the name The Starving 
Artist and gained credi-
bility as West Michigan’s 
foremost  pr ivate chef, 
c u l inar y educator and  
food authority.

O'Haire combines two 
of his passions — teaching 
and food — through profes-
sional culinary classes.

“I love teaching classes. 
With me, I’d love to be able 
to focus on how I can get 
you to understand how this 
functions as practice, if you 
will,” says O’Haire.

“[I want to] sit down 
and explore how the top-
ic of pasta works or yeast 
bak ing or what makes 
Fr e nc h  pa s t r y  d i f f e r -
ent from Italian pastry,”  
says O’Haire.

In addition to teaching culi-
nary classes and cheffing events, 
private dinners, tasting and par-
ties, O’Haire developed a success-
ful underground supper club. One 
Sunday evening, O’Haire decided 
to invite all his friends over for a 
themed dinner party.

“When everyone was leaving, 
the first thing everyone said was, 
‘When is the next one? Is this a 

monthly thing?’” says O’Haire.
“[I thought] clearly, this can be 

something. It will be my excuse 
to try out new foods. It will be my 
excuse to actually sit with people 
and have dinner. I don’t have to 
serve them, I just put dinner on,” 
says O’Haire.

As a “secret” organization, 
The Full Moon Supper Club 
is a community-focused, slow 
food underground supper club. 
The Full Moon Supper Club has 
never been advertised. Rather, 
it is spread by word of mouth. 
Each month, familiar faces and 
new guests join around the din-
ner table.

“As far as I know, we are the 

oldest and most successful under-
ground restaurant to this day. We 
have not missed a month for two 
and a half years,” says O’Haire.

With plans to open his own res-
taurant within the next two years, 
O’Haire pursues innovative ways 
to interact within the culinary 
culture while continuing to chal-
lenge clients, guests and friends.

According to O’Haire, the 
current restaurant climate is dim 
compared to other "food cities."

“In Grand Rapids, it became 

this placation of this ignorance 
of good dining [and an] ignorance 
of taste which lulled the Grand 
Rapids population into having no 
interest, or worse, having a lot of 
fear towards anything that isn’t 
meat and sauce,” says O’Haire.

“The big places that are full 
every night making tons of money 
as a restaurant are too afraid to 
challenge their guests and guests 
are too afraid to be challenged,” 
says O’Haire.

“One of the biggest problems 
now is there has been a history 
of teaching prospective food com-
munity members that in order 
to start a restaurant in Grand 
Rapids, it has to be this $2 mil-

lion, shiny, super-designed, fancy, 
artsy [and] really big place,” says 
O’Haire.

Instead, O’Haire suggests ad-
justing our views on food to pure, 
sustainable, local ingredients 
with the pursuit of strengthening 
the community.

“Dinner tables nowadays are 
so private and separate,” says 
O’Haire. “For me, it’s all about 
establishing the community im-
portance at the dinner table, 
which is so lost today.”

BY JOSEPH MATHESON
Local News Editor

Join ing a la rger t rend of 
Michigan cities improving their 
waterways by removing dams, 
Grand Rapids is planning a $27 
million project to remove dams 
and improve the waterfront of 
the Grand River. This project 
is larger than many others in 
the state, but is similar to a va-
riety of other Michigan dam  
removal projects.

“There has been more interest 
in river restorations and dam re-
movals in the past five years than 
there was in the previous 10 to 15 
years,” said Jim Hegarty, a civil 
engineer and dam removal expert 
for Grand Rapids-based engi-
neering firm Prein & Newhof,  
to bridgemi.com.

Michigan cities such as Big 
Rapids, Detroit, Lansing and Mt. 
Pleasant have already removed 
dams from their rivers and capi-
talized on the water quality im-
provement in a variety of ways. 
Detroit and Lansing improved 
waterfront parks and trails, Mt. 
Pleasant improved outdoor rec-
reational activities such as kaya-
king, and Big Rapids eliminated 
unnatural rapids that had claimed 
the lives of several canoers.

Public and private organiza-
tions have been pouring money 
into dam removal. Gov. Rick 
Snyder’s 2013 budget included 
$2.5 million for dam removal, 
Michigan’s Great Lakes Fishery 
Trust and the federal Great Lakes 

Restoration Initiative funded 
several dam removal projects, 
and the Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources has $2.35 
million in grants to help fund 
dam removal projects in six 
areas, including Traverse City  
and Shiawassee.

The Grand Rapids project is 
a little more involved 
than other projects, 
involving the removal 
of one large dam near 
Sixth Street and four 
low-rise dams spaced 
throughout the down-
town area, as well as 
the addition of nearly 
200,000 tons of natu-
ral material to create 
a more natural water 
f low. These boulders 
and i s lands wou ld 
more faithfully recre-
ate the environment 
of the river over a hun-
dred years ago, when 
it provided fish, clean 
water and irrigation for 
Native Americans.

“It was kind of our 
Garden of Eden,” the 
chairman of the Grand 
River Band of Ottawa 
Indians, Ron Yob, told 
Mlive.com. “The river 
provided everything 
we need to l ive.  It 
was the life source for  
our tribe.”

Dam removal is likely to be on 
the rise: a 2007 study by Public 
Sector Consultants in Lansing 
and Prein & Newhof suggested 

that the average lifespan of dams 
is 50 years and 36 percent of the 
dams in Michigan are 50 years 
old or older. The four low-rise 
dams in the Grand River are 
more than 70 years old, and 
removing dams costs less than  
replacing them.

Proponents of the Grand 

Rapids dam removal project 
also argue that it would bring 
more revenue into downtown 
by cont inuing to rev ita l ize 
the downtown area, which al-

ready showcases the Grand  
River waterfront.

Mayor George Heartwell is 
behind the project, saying, “A 
natural asset like our river can 
be an economic tool for the rec-
reation economy as well as for its 
shoreline development potential.”

Besides the commercial con-

siderations, Heartwell also noted 
the role that the project could play 
in enhancing the community for 
progeny. “Generations of Grand 
Rapidians will thank us,” he said.

Dam removals are not univer-
sally popular, however. Some 
critics have suggested that the 
Grand Rapids project might 
undermine the popular Grand 
Rapids fishery. Other dam proj-
ects have occasionally led to 
f looding and residents of ten 
worry about the rationale for re-

moving historic dams. 
Dam removal projects 
can also be somewhat 
costly, although often 
less costly than repair-
ing the dam.

The Grand Rapids 
project uses no city 
funds but is still the 
l a rge s t ,  a nd a rg u-
ably most important, 
dam removal project  
in Michigan.

“The Grand Rapids 
project is huge in capi-
tal letters,” Hagerty 
says. “The sheer cost 
and magnitude of the 
project is unprecedent-
ed in Michigan, but the 
most significant part of 
the project is that it has 
the potential to elevate 
Grand Rapids’ status 
as a tourist attraction.”

Sophomore Rachel 
Johnson is also en-
thusiastic about the 
dam removal project. 
“These damn dams 

need to get out of the river so 
we can restore the natural rap-
ids and have more opportuni-
ties for outdoor recreation like  
white-water rafting.”

At his studio downtown (209 Division Ave S), O’Haire hosts 
private events and classes.

PHOTO BY BRITTANY BEEZHOLD

“Everything [is] this passionate hunger 
for experience. When I make things, it’s 
my philosophy, art, style, design [and] 
aesthetic,” says O’Haire.

PHOTO BY BRITTANY BEEZHOLD

The dam near Sixth Street would be the largest dam to be completely or partially 
removed by the $27 million project.

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Grand Rapids hopes to remove dams from the Grand River downtown

Torrence O’Haire, The Starving Artist, innovates culinary niche
Private chef focuses on teaching community about food as well as engaging with culinary culture
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Activists on both sides of the political spectrum are 
equally baffled at the mainstream media’s eerie silence 
regarding the trial.

BY LAUREN DE HAAN
Staff Writer

Chances are, if you already 
know who Dr. Kermit Gosnell is, 
you found out about him through 
Facebook or Twitter.

Philadelphia doctor Gosnell 
is currently the focus of an on-
going federal murder trial. He 
stands accused of seven counts of 
first-degree murder, one count of 
third-degree murder, and multiple 
counts of conspiracy, criminal 
solicitation and violation of a 
Pennsylvania state law that for-
bids abortions after the twenty-
fourth week of pregnancy.

His arrest in January 2011 
on the charge of eight counts 
of murder made local and re-
gional headlines. According to 
the Philadelphia district attorney, 
Gosnell “induced labor, forced 
the live birth of viable babies in 
the sixth, seventh, eighth month 
of pregnancy and then killed 
those babies by cutting into the 
back of the neck with scissors and 
severing their spinal cord.”

The grand jury that found 
the Gosnell case worthy of go-
ing to trial released a report in 
March 2013 that summarized 
 their findings: 

“This case is about a doctor 
who killed babies and endangered 
women. What we mean is that he 
regularly and illegally delivered 
live, viable babies in the third 
trimester of pregnancy — and 
then murdered these newborns 
by severing their spinal cords 
with scissors [...] The medical 
practice by which he carried out 
this business was a filthy fraud in 

BY JULIA GHO
Staff Writer

After a 22-year break, the 
International Monetary Fund 
has finally recognized the govern-
ment of Somalia. 

T h e  I M F  s t a t e d ,  “ T h e 
International Monetary Fund 

Public outrage over limited coverage of Gosnell trial
which he overdosed his patients 
with dangerous drugs, spread ve-
nereal disease among them with 
infected instruments, perforated 
their wombs and bowels — and, 
on at least two occasions, caused  
their deaths." 

So why haven’t 
the details of the 
ongoing trial been 
splashed ac ross 
our televisions and 
computer screens? 
Indeed, few of the 
major news out-
lets (websites, ca-
ble channels, press 
junkets, and news-
papers alike) have 
covered the legal 
proceedings that 
began March 18. 

“Until 
Thursday,” writes 
T h e  A t l a n t i c 
journalist Conor 
Fr iedersdor f, “I 
wasn't aware of this 
story. It has gener-
ated sparse cover-
age in the national 
media, and while 
it's been mentioned 
in RSS feeds to 
which I subscribe, 
I sk ip past most 
news items.” (Even 
now, most articles and blurbs 
regarding the trial — including 
Friedersdorf’s own piece “Why 
Dr. Kermit Gosnell's Trial Should 
Be a Front-Page Story” — focus 
on the public’s reaction to said 
dearth of coverage.)

LA Times jour na l i s t  Jon 
Healey admits that the coverage 
has been thin and offers several 

suggestions: that the sensational 
subject matter has frightened 
away news outlets who are anx-
ious about falling distribution 
numbers or that the topic was 
already dealt with when Gosnell 

was initially arrested. 
“Regardless of where you come 

down in the debate over abor-
tion,” he writes, “you should 
still be discouraged that at least 
one aspect of the Gosnell sto-
ry didn't get the “60 Minutes” 
t reatment f rom someone in  
the national media.”

Activists on both sides of the 

political spectrum are equally 
baffled at the mainstream media’s 
eerie silence regarding the trial. 
Both acknowledge that there are 
lessons to be learned from the 
horrors of Gosnell’s criminal 

action: pro-choice activists point 
out the dangers of sub-standard, 
unregulated abortions, while pro-
life activists highlight the bloody 
reality of abortion procedures and 
the media’s pro-choice bias.

Professor Carole Joffe, who 
notes that many of Gosnell’s 
victims were minority or un-
documented women, stated: 

“That such clinics [as Gosnell’s] 
can flourish until the inevitable 
disaster occurs…is a ‘perfect 
storm’ caused by the margin-
alization of abortion care from 
mainstream medicine, the lack 

of universal health care in 
the United States, and the 
particular difficulties facing 
undocumented immigrants in 
obtaining health care.”

Jordan Bloom, a jour-
na l i s t  for  t he A mer ican 
Conservat ive, places the 
bla me for  t he  ex te nt  of 
Gosnell’s crimes on the failure 
of political correctness. 

“[The grand jury’s report] 
strongly suggests the abso-
lutist pro-choice view that 
any regulation of abortion 
constitutes an infringement 
on reproductive rights led to 
the clinic not being overseen 
properly,” he said. “All of 
these people had access to 
the grand jury report, even 
back in 2011. To ignore that 
and then make the case for 
why abortions should be more 
widespread and less regulated 
is incredibly dishonest.”

Kirsten Powers, in the USA 
Today editorial that helped 
bring the Gosnell trial to the 
forefront last week, writes, 
“You don't have to oppose 

abortion rights to find late-term 
abortion abhorrent or to find the 
Gosnell trial eminently news-
worthy. This is not about being 
‘pro-choice’ or ‘pro-life.’ It's about 
basic human rights.

“The deafening si lence of 
too much of the media, once 
a force for justice in America,  
is a disgrace.”

Dr. Gosnell is on trial for performing illegal abortions at his clinic in Pennsylvania. 
WIKIMEDIA

today recognised the federal 
government of Somalia, head-
ed by President Hassan Sheikh 
Mohamud, paving the way for 
the resumption of relations after 
a 22-year interval.” 

The IMF’s decision is “con-
sistent with broad international 
support and recognition of the 
Federal Government.” 

Although the IMF can now 
provide technical support and 
policy advice, it will not lend 
money to Somalia until the 352 
million dollar debt is cleared. 

Slowly, international donors 
have begun to re-associate with 
the Mogadishu government ever 
since the election of President 
Mohamud last year. The United 

States formal ly recognized 
Somalia in January, also recog-
nizing the Somali government’s 
progress towards political stabil-
ity and efforts to end the insur-
gency by Islamist militants.

While the Somali government 
is making great progress, it is 
still troubled by Islamist extrem-
ists. In fact, Somalia’s prime 

m i n i s te r,  Abd i 
Farah Shirdon, 
h a s  s a i d  t h a t 
severa l  fore ign 
f ighters partici-
pated in the most 
ser ious Islamic 
extremist attack 
o n  Mog a d i shu 
in years. He con-
tinued by saying 
that the presence 
of foreign f ights 
made the attack 
international in 
nat u re  and or-
dered for further 
investigation. 

Other officials 
have stated that 
the explosive de-
vices were more 
advanced, indi-
cating the possi-
bility of greater 
involvement by  
the al-Qaida. 

Just last year, 
A l - Q a e d a  a n -
nounced a merger 
with a l-Shabab 
but was troubled 
by internal tension 
between Somali 
f ighters and for-
eign fighters. It is 
possible that the 
al-Qaeda is try-
ing to assert itself  
i n  S o m a l i a . 
Abdirashid Hashi, 

deputy director of the Mogadishu-
based Heritage Institute for Policy 
Studies, said that the attack shows 
that the al-Shabab can strike a 
damaging blow against the gov-
ernment at will. Sheikh Hassan 
Abdinur, the deputy attorney 
general, has said, “It was beyond 
my imagination. There is no safe 
place.”

Due to the recent at tacks, 
Dahir Amin Jesow, who heads 
a security committee in parlia-
ment, has said that the death toll, 
currently at 35, may rise because 
of the number wounded. 

One nurse at Madina Hospital 
said, “There are so many horrific 
wounds in the hospital, so there’s 
no time for rest for us.” 

The victims will be honored 
with a state funeral.

Shirdon has said, “We are con-
cerned about the foreign involve-
ment in this attack and this is why 
we are working so hard with our 
international partners on security 
and intelligence sharing. Once 
again we see that terrorism is an 
international problem.” 

The attacks will force the gov-
ernment to reassess its priorities 
and provide more security for 
its citizens. Already the citizens 
of Somalia are unsettled by the 
government slow action. 

Nurto Adbi, a mother of a 
child who was seriously injured 
said, “The so-called national 
army always gives them the 
chance. They must declare it 
publicly if they cannot protect 
us, because even civilians are  
legitimate targets now.” 

The U.N. Security Council fol-
lowed up the Somali government 
by stating that they “underline 
their willingness to take action 
against those whose behavior 
threatens the peace, stability or 
security of Somalia.”

IMF restores relations with troubled Somalia
Security issues still persistent as al-Shabab terrorist activity continues throughout the country
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I’m your Tourist, Detroit
ily. My plan was simple enough; I would 
gathered some food from my house or 
pick up some pizza from the local Hungry 
Howies and leave for Detroit. Once there, 
I would fi nd a park on Mack Avenue and 
open my car doors. That was all I had to 
do really. Once I pulled the food from the 
back seat, the homeless and wanderers 
came out from their hiding places in the 
surrounding shrub littered concrete fi elds. 
We talked and ate together in small groups 
as the initial lines subsided and I felt like 
I might be doing something good with my 
time. But despite being a good experience, 
I never was a real sibling to any of these 
people. I did what I could, but I was always 
an outsider, which was an experience that 
always made me question the genuineness 
of my actions. I did what little I could, but 
I could never speak for the city. My obliga-
tion that began to tentatively expand was 
problematic in the following regards; I felt 
an obligation to give to a place which I care 
for but do not belong to. I did not and still 
do not understand Detroit. I feel the urge to 
talk about my satellite city and yet feel as 
if I assume false citizenship in how I wish 
to articulate well being.

Soon enough too, Detroit became a 
cool place to be. As “ruin porn,” a type of 
photography that focuses exclusively its 
vision on the decaying element of cities 
like Detroit, started to populate the internet 
and suburban youths began to scramble 
over the wreckage of a crumbling city. A 
few of my friends and I fell into the fad. 
We walked the abandoned streets and ex-

The fi rst time I actually articulated that 
I was a tourist, I was in Detroit’s Fisher 
Building. As I stared up at the beautifully 
intricate tiled ceiling in the bank lobby, I 
was approached by a friendly customer 
service worker who informed me that, “we 
do have tours of the Fisher Building.” But 
despite her friendliness and my gratitude 
at what actually sounded like an interesting 
time, I felt embarrassed. It was not that I 
ever claimed to be from this city — that 
I pretended to be related to Detroit in the 
same ways as its actual residents of this 
city. I knew I was never from this city, but, 
until then, I had always felt that I had been 
a part of it somehow.

I was born forty minutes out of Detroit in 
the suburbs of Royal Oak and stayed in that 
general area for the rest of my childhood. 
The one relative that I did have in Detroit 
was a great-aunt on my father’s side who 
was an active member of the city. When 
we visited though,I never claimed that the 
visits I had with her were exposing me to 
the actual city. Most of my visits were spent 
sitting in her in her high-rise apartment 
and looking out the windows at the empty 
streets and cars passing by. Nevertheless, 
as I grew older, I felt an obligation to the 
city, and this was my only connection to 
the city.

When I was an underclassman in high 
school, I began volunteering alternately on 
my own and with the company of my fam-

plored roof torn factories. I watched as my 
friends found empty parking lots to skate. 
I comforted myself in the fact that this was 
at least a fad that could be meaningful, but 
that was not always soothing. I could have 
made my activities to be something more 
experiential of the city as a whole, but I 
did not. And while interest in “ruin porn” 
turned out to be a fad that I am somewhat 
embarrassed of, I am thankful for the 
ways in which it allowed me to explore a 
space which revealed more of the reality 
of Detroit.

The more I explored, the more I began 
to see myself the rubble as a fun sight, the 
more I found returning to both the real-
ity of Detroit and my relation to it. While 
“ruin porn” was in many ways an imma-
ture fad, it still explored a space that was 
transformative in itself. The space of these 
buildings, though possibly hyperbolized in 
the minds of those who explore, returned 
those willing to listen back to the reality of 
Detroit. And as I am faced with the real-
ity of the city again, I fi nd my identity as 
a tourist less troubling. Instead of skirting 
around the fact, I embrace my present rela-
tion. I am a tourist, but I am tourist who 
still cares. I cannot speak for Detroit or 
inherit the space’s experience in a moment, 
but I can be attentive from where I am at. 
I know do not belong, but maybe Detroit 
needs more than only its natives. Maybe 
it also could use a few tourists doing what 
they can — tourists not concerned about 
receiving anything from Detroit, even if 
it is something as precious as an identity.

BY MAXWELL HOWARD
Features Editor

Cityscape and the Outsider Point of View
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Watching a mega concert from your laptop is nothing close 
to the experience of camping out in the desert, standing for 
hours in a big crowd in 90 degree heat.

Sierra Savela, “Coachella”

By Nick keeley
Staff Wrtier

Ever since Anthony Hopkins 
made his f irst appearance in 
1991’s “The Silence of the 
Lambs,” Dr. Hannibal 
Lecter has been one of the 
most iconic villains in pop 
culture. Created by author 
Thomas Harris, the char-
acter of Hannibal Lecter 
has spanned four nov-
els and five films. Now, 
courtesy of NBC’s new 
crime series, Hannibal 
Lecter has come to televi-
sion. Developed for TV by 
“Pushing Daisies” creator 
Bryan Fuller, “Hannibal” 
is off to a strong star t 
thanks to its striking visu-
als, imaginative writing 
and superb acting. 

A prequel to the novel 
and film “Red Dragon,” 
“Hannibal” focuses on 
Wi l l  G ra h a m ( Hu g h 
Dancy), an FBI special in-
vestigator with the ability 
to empathize with serial 
killers. Seeing that Will’s 
ability is haunting him, 
FBI boss Jack Crawford 
en l i s t s  Dr.  Ha n n iba l 
Lecter (Mads Mikkelsen) 
to help prepare Will for 
active duty. As Will hunts vicious 
murderers, he forges a friendship 
with Hannibal, not realizing that 
his new friend may be the worst 
killer of them all. 

“Hannibal” succeeds as a grim 
and gripping thriller for a number 
of reasons. Fresh off of his great 

work on last year’s “Awake,” 
director David Slade does an ex-
cellent job of creating the show’s 
dark atmosphere. Slade gives 
“Aperitif,” the series’ pilot, a 
David Fincher-like scheme of low 

lighting and stark cinematogra-
phy that accentuates the show’s 
brutal subject matter wonder-
fully. “Hannibal” also doesn’t shy 
away from showcasing its grue-
some imagery, such as a scene 
in the second episode involving 
dead people and mushrooms. In 

addition to disturbing images, 
the series captures its compelling 
visual design through its distinct 
color palette. “Hannibal”s first 
two episodes are full of beauti-
fully-captured harsh tones, such 

as the garden scene in the second 
episode and the pilot’s direct 
homage to Stanley Kubrick’s 
“The Shining.” 

In addition to its great visuals, 
“Hannibal” captivates due to 
its strong writing. Bryan Fuller, 
the creator, does an excellent job 

By JoN Hielkema
Staff Wrtier

The Woman Called Fujiko 
Mine stands in an enduring 
Japanese media franchise cen-
tred around Lupin the Third, 
expert thief. Unlike other asso-
ciated works, and appropriate 
to its title, the show focuses on 
the character of Fujiko Mine, 
Lupin’s rival and object of frus-
trated obsessions. Her story is 
chronicled through a single 
thirteen-episode arc, and it 
shows her encounters and in-
teractions with the franchise’s 
iconic characters.

It also emphasizes her strug-
gles with physical and emo-
tional traumas whose full im-
pact she scarcely realizes. The 
show, the first in the franchise 
to be directed by a woman, is 
largely serious but with ample 
room for levity and devilish 
humour as well.

Never shrinking from am-
plifying either comedy or 
drama, its tone inhabits and 
enlivens the series’ equally 
distinct visual appearance. 
Simultaneously rich in imag-
ery and stylistically “sketchy,” 
the aesthetics of the show help 
to highlight both its origins 
in manga — the series’ seri-

ousness and focus on sexuality 
are supposedly representative 
of a larger turn back to Monkey 
Punch’s original graphic work 
— and its heightened dramatics. 
The animation itself is lush and 
attractive to the eye, giving full 
play to both the more stylized 
main cast and the contrastingly 
naturalistic supporting characters 
and background figures.

Movements are often exag-
gerated as befits the hyper-real 
scenarios the characters finds 
themselves in, but it would be a 
mistake to characterize the ani-
mation as “cartoony.” Instead, I 
would argue that it is expressive, 
not taking the rules of space too 
literally but also remaining at 
least somewhat grounded.

Episodes themselves largely 
stand on their own, though the 
series builds toward a finale that 
is hinted at and explored through-
out. Within the thirteen episodes 
we have, we are thrust through 
character introductions before 
embarking on the strange and 
mysterious tale of Fujiko Mine.

Her character is shown to be 
deeply conflicted, both liberated 
in her life as a successful outlaw 
and dominated by desires and 
memories that evolve and reveal 
themselves to be increasingly sin-
ister as the tale unwinds. While 
the final episode introduces a plot 

wrinkle that both complicates and 
radically simplifies both her char-
acter and how we understand her, 
the show up to that point gives her 
a commanding role in her own 
story, or so it seems. The writers 
and animators’ treatment, despite 
some aspects of fanservice that 
are introduced and subsequently 
deconstructed, is respectful of 
Fujiko’s integrity as a character.

“Fujiko Mine” largely leaves 
the audience in the dark until the 
final stretch of episodes, playing 
its cards rather too close to the 
vest at times. There is an episode, 
“Music and Revolution,” that 
comes closest to being out-and-
out unsatisfying, and I would 
put most of the blame on the slow 
progress of the show’s overarch-
ing plot to that point. Its plot 
is about World War III, but its 
stakes seem curiously low for 
our protagonists. Thankfully, the 
show recovers its strength and ad-
vances from there to a stunning, 
if excessively expository, finale.

“Fujiko Mine” works as a 
thrilling adventure series with 
a serious bent, a character study 
and a representative of the Lupin 
name.

Its gnarl ier i ssues are, i f 
sometimes frustrating, at least 
fascinating to ponder, as are 
the numerous threads it leaves 
unanswered.

By Sierra Savela
Staff Writer

I  may not have at tended 
Coachella this year, but through 
the means of social media, I was 
there in spirit. This past weekend I 
watched some of the live streams, 
read my friend’s tweets and fol-
lowed Coachella’s instagram in 
order to get as close to that festival 
experience as possible. This event 
is a three-day-long music festival 
in the California desert with over 
180 bands scheduled to play and 
with an estimated 10,000 people 
in attendance within the two 
weekends it runs.

This year a string of highly 
popular bands took the differ-
ent stages, such as Phoenix, 
the Lumineers and Vampire 
Weekend. Sadly enough, it would 
have been nearly impossible to go 
sit and watch all of the amazing 
bands play, but I did watch some 
of my favorites. 

I was most interested to watch 
the incredibly talented The xx. I 
figured that if I was ever going 
to watch them play live, I might 
as well do it from the comfort of 
my own room and just enjoy the 
sound. To me, the band doesn’t 
scream “fun concert.” Their 
sound is soothing and intricate, 
filled with mysterious and har-
monious whispers. The only true 
reason to go would be to stand 
and experience the music but as 
I discovered, they are more musi-
cians than they are performers. 
As talented as they are and as 
good as they sounded, watching 
them wasn’t too exciting, which 
would be expected.

Occasionally, the lead sing-
ers would approach each other 
but otherwise there was not too 
much action on the stage. The 
most exciting part of the per-
formance was when Solange 

in capturing the clever nuances 
in Thomas Harris’s characters, 
particularly Will. The pilot does 
an outstanding job in illustrating 
Will’s ability to visualize himself 
as the killers he hunts. While 

having his protagonist commit 
brutal crimes on screen could 
have proved troublesome, the 
brilliance of Fuller’s script lies in 
its painting of Will as a deeply 
conflicted man who has trouble 
relating to people. In addition 
to making Will an endearingly 

Knowles joined the band to sing 
one of her own songs, “Locked in 
Closets” and then a beautiful duet 
with frontman Oliver Sim, which 
was Aaliyah’s “Hot like Fire.” 
Overall they sounded awesome 
and really assured how talented 
they are.  

I also watched the Red Hot 
Chili Peppers simply because 
of al l the complaining I had 
heard due to the fact that they 
were rumored to have taken the 
headlining spot instead of the 
Rolling Stones just an hour be-
fore the lineup was announced. 
(They covered the Stone’s “Beast 
of Burden” which may or may 
not be a coincidence.) Overall, I 
would say that I have seen them 
do better. Their harmonies were 
shaky and they didn’t sound 
their best, but I did appreciate 
the energy that flowed from the 
stage. The interesting part was 
the brutal sand storm that swept 
in just as the Peppers started 
their set. The strong winds were 
even visible from the live stream, 
but the band played through the 
awful weather, and the dedicated 
festival-goers stayed for the per-
formance. 

There is nothing quite like at-
tending the real festival. Watching 
a mega concert from your laptop 
is nothing close to the experience 
of camping out in the desert, 
standing for hours in a big crowd 
in 90 degree heat and actually 
seeing some of the best bands and 
performers in alternative music 
and hip hop.

From the live stream you can 
see the band up close as well as the 
huge crowds and that signature 
ferris wheel that light up against 
the starless California sky. The 
festival will continue with the 
same bands for round two starting 
April 19 so be sure to check out 
some of the livestream perfor-
mances on YouTube.

f lawed character, Fuller does a 
great job of making “Hannibal” 
a compelling mystery series, with 
Will’s visualizations and Dr. 
Lecter’s presence providing the 
show with an imaginative twist 

on the procedural.
Along with its writing 

and directing, “Hannibal” 
features an excellent cast. 
Hugh Dancy is mesmerizing 
as Will Graham, displaying 
remarkable range in both 
his emotionally vulnera-
ble scenes and the scenes 
where Will visualizes him-
self as the killer.  Equally 
as impressive as Dancy is 
Mads Mikkelsen as the in-
famous Dr. Lecter. Instead 
of shooting for the theat-
rics of Anthony Hopkins’s 
portrayal, Mikkelsen plays 
a more subdued version of 
Lecter that proves to be just 
as compelling and terrifying. 
Dancy and Mikkelsen also 
play off of each other won-
derfully, which gives their 
budding friendship a strong 
sense of authenticity.

The ensemble is rounded 
out by Academy Award-
nominated actor Laurence 
Fishburne, who gives a reli-
ably terrific performance as 
the complex and determined 
Jack Crawford.

Dark, clever and captivat-
ing, NBC’s “Hannibal” is an 
impressively designed and acted 
crime thriller. An intriguing 
re-imagining of one of the most 
compelling villains in film his-
tory, “Hannibal” is a show to look 
out for this spring. 

Coachella impresses ‘Fujiko’ thrilling and serious

NBC’s ‘Hannibal’ dark, clever and imaginative

File PHoto

File PHoto

Festival brings together popular bands
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Bitcoin has proven that there is a significant interest 
and even utility for such a [digital] currency.

Jonathan Hielkema, “Bitcoin”

BY JONATHAN HIELKEMA
Staff Writer

Amidst a sharp fall in value 
apparently triggered by selloffs, 
Bitcoin, an open digital currency, 
has come under scrutiny. No 
government or central regulator 
controls the currency’s value, and 
its rise to prominence has sparked 
both optimism and pessimism 
among journalists, government 
agencies and retailers.

Founded by a pseud-
onymous person 
or group named 
Satoshi 
Nakamoto, 
Bitcoin 
has been 
attract-
i n g  i n -
creasing 
attention 
a s  i t s 
accep-
tance has 
broadened 
t o  i n c l u d e 
companies like 
t he Word Press 
blogging platform and 
OKCupid. The BBC defines 
Bitcoin as “virtual tokens which 
have value because enough peo-
ple believe they do and there is a 
finite number of them.” Around 
11 million Bitcoins are now in 
existence, each one identified by 
a unique registration number. 
New Bitcoins are created by us-
ers downloading computation-
ally demanding software that 
solves complex problems. Once a 
problem is solved, a new Bitcoin 
is created, up to a limit of 21 
mil l ion. Forbes reports that 
over 15 million transactions 
have been performed by 50,000 
senders.

Bitcoin transactions are anon-
ymous and heavily encrypted 
to ensure that anonymity is not 
compromised. That has made it 
attractive to black market trad-
ers like Silk Road, which in turn 
brought Bitcoin to the concerned 
attention of the FBI as early as 
last May. According to an Ars 
Technica report on a leaked FBI 
document concerning the cur-
rency, the bureau, states that the 
economy for Bitcoins, as of last 
May, was estimated to be around 
40 to 50 million dollars.

The report reads, “If Bitcoin 
stabilizes and grows in popular-
ity, it will become an increasingly 
useful tool for various illegal 
activities beyond the cyber realm. 
For instance, child pornography 
and Internet gambling are illegal 
activities already taking place 
on the Internet which require 
simple payment transfers. Bitcoin 
might logically attract mon-
ey launderers, human 
traff ickers, terrorists 
and other cr iminals 
who avoid traditional 
f inancial systems by 
using the Internet 
t o  c o n d u c t 
global mone-
tary transfers.”

Of course, 
t h a t  s t a b i l i -
zat ion i s  not 
guaranteed. In 
a  cont r ibut ion 
to The Atlantic, 
writer Matthew 
O’Brien criticiz-
es the currency 
for not being a 

currency. Instead, he writes, 
“It’s a commodity. A currency 
needs a relatively relatively stable 
value to function as a medium 
of exchange. If it goes up too 
much, everyone will hoard it. If 
it goes down too much, nobody 
will want it. In 2013, Bitcoin’s an-
nualized volatility has been 105 
percent.”  Compared to volatility 
rates of 5.5 percent for the dol-
lar and 8.5 percent for the euro, 
this might indeed be troubling. 
O’Brien accuses Bitcoin of be-

ing a new form of dotcom 
stock, referring to the 

bloated and over-
v a lu e d  t e c h 

f i r m s  l i k e 
Pets.com 
whose de-
mise trig-
gered 
the stock 
bubble 
burst in 
the early 

2000s.
Those 

who use the 
currency ev-

ery day, how-
ever, seem to have 

a higher opinion. Silk 
Road founder and head Dread 
Pirate Roberts (DPR) stated that 
the rapid f luctuations in value 
do not undermine the currency’s 
importance as a medium of ex-
change. “It is just as important 
to the functioning of Silk road at 
one dollar as it is at one thousand 
dollars,” he wrote. Forbes writer 
Andy Greenberg says that, un-
like investors, black market users 
are actually less likely to buy 
and spend Bitcoins at the site if 
their value is appreciating too 
quickly. They would instead 
hoard them.

The enormous volume of digi-
tal print used up in the wake of 
this past week has been entertain-
ing to watch, if nothing else. Alex 
Ferrara, also writing for Forbes, 
takes a more measured view of 
the situation we might be better 
off keeping in mind: “Bitcoin may 
or may not ultimately prove to be 
the right implementation, but it is 
a compelling concept.” Whether 
or not it ultimately flounders or 
succeeds, Bitcoin has proven that 
there is a significant interest and 
even utility for such a currency, 
at least in the short run. You 
may not be buying your groceries 
with Bitcoins anytime in the near 
future, but it will likely remain a 
staple of anonymous transactions 
on the Internet for some time.
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Amidst a sharp fall in value 
apparently triggered by selloffs, 
Bitcoin, an open digital currency, 
has come under scrutiny. No 
government or central regulator 
controls the currency’s value, and 
its rise to prominence has sparked 
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among journalists, government 
agencies and retailers.

Founded by a pseud-
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or group named 
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a unique registration number. 
New Bitcoins are created by us-
ers downloading computation-
ally demanding software that 
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it goes down too much, nobody 
will want it. In 2013, Bitcoin’s an-
nualized volatility has been 105 
percent.”  Compared to volatility 
rates of 5.5 percent for the dol-
lar and 8.5 percent for the euro, 
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a higher opinion. Silk 
Road founder and head Dread 
Pirate Roberts (DPR) stated that 
the rapid f luctuations in value 
do not undermine the currency’s 
importance as a medium of ex-
change. “It is just as important 
to the functioning of Silk road at 
one dollar as it is at one thousand 
dollars,” he wrote. Forbes writer 
Andy Greenberg says that, un-

The price of bitcoin spiked dramatically, hitting a high of $266 USD on April 10.
BITCOINCHARTS.COM

Bitcoin prices spike
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We need to make sure we go out on the court with a mission to sweep all the dou-
bles positions. When we have done that, we have been very successful as a team.

Stephen Healy, “Tennis leads MIAA”

Friday, April 19

Men’s golf hosts MIAA #2 at 
Watermark at 11 a.m.

Track at GVSU

Saturday, April 20

Men’s golf hosts MIAA #3 at 
Watermark at 10:30 a.m.

Women’s lacrosse v. Pacific at 
11 a.m.

Men’s lacrosse v. Alma at 1 
p.m.

Knights scheduleMIAA Standings
Men’s Lacrosse

1. Adrian
2. Albion
3. Trine
4. Hope
5. Olivet
6. Calvin
7. Alma

Women’s Lacrosse
1. Adrian
2. Alma
3. Albion
4. Calvin
5. Hope
6. Trine
7. Olivet

Baseball
1. Adrian
2. Hope
3. Olivet
4. Trine
5. Calvin
6. Albion
7. Alma
8. Kalamazoo

Softball
1. Trine
2. Alma
3. St. Mary’s
4. Hope
5. Adrian
6. Calvin
7. Kalamazoo
8. Olivet
9. Albion

Men’s Golf
1. Calvin 304
2. Hope 311
3. Adrian 313
4. Trine 318

Women’s Tennis
1.  Albion
2. Hope
3. Kalamazoo
4. St. Mary’s
5. Alma
6. Trine
7. Calvin
8. Adrian
9. Olivet

Men’s Tennis
1. Calvin
2. Hope
3. Kalamazoo
4. Albion
5. Alma
6. Trine
7. Adrian

Women’s Track & Field
1. Calvin
2. Hope
3. Adrian
4. Albion
5. Alma
6. Trine
7. Olivet

Men’s Track & Field
1. Calvin
2. Hope
3. Adrian
4. Albion
5. Alma
6. Trine
7. Olivet

Rankings as of  April 16, 2013

Monday, April 22

Baseball v. Alma at 2 p.m.

Tuesday, April 23

Men’s tennis at Hope at 3 p.m.

Wednesday, April 24

Women’s tennis v. St. Mary’s  
at 4 p.m.

Women’s lacrosse at Hope at 
4 p.m.

Thursday, April 25

Baseball v. Albion at 2 p.m.

BY JEFF MEITLER
Staff Writer

Hal f  of  t he M I A A t rack 
and field conference title is de-
termined by the victor of the 
Jamboree track and field day. 
Calvin brought home the men’s 
and women’s titles, giving them 
the upper hand for the MIAA 
championships in May.

The women’s champions for 
Calvin included junior Julie 
Busscher in the 100m and 200m 
d a s h  i n 
12 .8 4 a nd 
26.21. She 
joined 
with fresh-
man Maria 
Steblay, 
sopho-
more Becca 
Vanderbyl 
and junior 
Stephanie 
Bennett 
to win the 
4x100m re-
lay in 50.41.

“There 
w a s  a  l o t 
o f  t e a m 
chemistry 
and smooth 
handoffs, 
a s  wel l  a s 
a  s t r o n g 
d e s i r e  t o 
beat Hope,” 
Bennett said 
a f t e r  t h e 
race. “We were seeded third and 
we wanted to show them that we 
could do it.”

“I just felt like everyone was 
super excited to run it, regardless 
of the weather, and we had the 
momentum even though it was 

snowing,” said Vanderbyl. “That 
was probably my favorite race I 
have ever run.”

Junior Nicole Michmerhuizen 
also won the 5k and 10k in 
17:27 and 38:18, easily leaving 
the competition in her wake. 
The steeplechase champion 
was senior Alyssa Penning in 
11: 0 6  a n d  j u n i o r  L a u r e n 
Madden won the Javelin throw-
ing 36m.

Coach Rick Otte had this to 
say: “Throughout all of the events 
people competed well and didn’t 

worry about the weather, and that 
showed in the scoring. We got 
ahead early, and nobody could 
catch up to us in the scoring or on 
the track. The team really benefit-
ted from girls running multiple 
events which really added to the 

BY SYDNEY CHIPMAN
Staff Writer

The Calvin men’s tennis team 
improved their record from 9-2 to 
11-3 after playing in three matches 
this week.

The Calvin men won their 
sixth consecutive match Tuesday, 
defeating the Trine Thunder 6-3 
in an MIAA dual meet. Calvin 
won all three doubles fights, but 
two of the three were close calls.  
Calvin seniors Preston Phillips 
and Phil Reinken defeated the 
Thunder 8-5 at f irst doubles.  
Senior Brian DeMaagd and ju-
nior Loukas Peterson took down 
Trine in the second doubles 8-3.

The Calvin third doubles team 
of senior Jarrod Brower and ju-
nior John Strikwerda ended with 
a win of 8-6.  The two MIAA 
foes split the six singles f lights 
with Calvin winning at second, 
fourth and fifth singles.  Phillips 
knocked off Trine 6-0, 6-3 at sec-
ond singles.

Peterson prevailed 6-0, 6-2 at 
fourth singles.  At fifth singles, 
Brower came out on top with 
scores of 6-2, 7-5.  Reinken won 
the first set at third singles, but 
was unable to close out the match 
and fell 5-7, 6-1, 6-4.

“I think we played well for the 
most part,” says junior Stephen 
Healy. “Solid wins against Alma 
and Trine were a good way to way 
to start our conference schedule.”

However Calvin’s men were 
unable to carry on their win-
ning streak to first match of the 
MIAA/NCAC Challenge hosted 
by Hope and Calvin and were 
defeated by the Little Giants of 
Wabash College. The Knights fell 
behind early, winning just one of 
the two doubles matches.

“Playing well in the doubles 
has been key for us all year,” 
comments Healy. “We need to 
make sure we go out on court 
with a mission to sweep al l 
the doubles positions. When 
we have done that, we have been 
very successful as a team. In 
our loss to Wabash that was a 
problem.”

Despite falling short their first 
match of the day, the Knights 
got back to their winning ways 
against Ohio-Wesleyan that af-
ternoon. Calvin won all three 
doubles matches, surrendering 
no more than four games. Phillips 
and Reinken defeated Ohio 8-4 
at first doubles. DeMaagd and 
Peterson took the match 8-2 at 
second doubles. Brower and 
Strikwerda picked up an 8-3 
victory at third doubles. Calvin 
needed only two singles wins to 
seal the deal. DeMaagd took the 
first 6-0, 6-1 and Peterson swept 
in and took the second 6-0, 6-0.

The men finished their week 
with a 5-0 win over Oberlin this 
Saturday.

With these games this week the 
men hope to have learned what 
they need to beat Kalamazoo 
and end their 76-year conference 
win streak.

“They [Kalamazoo] have 
held at least a share of the con-
ference t it le since l ike 1936. 
However, to end their streak 
that means we wi l l have to 
beat them again in the confer-
ence tournament along with 
winning the rest of our confer-
ence matches,” explains Healy. 
“It’s a tall order, but I think 
do-able.”

Calvin’s men return to MIAA 
play April 20 when they travel to 
play the Albion Britons for a 4 
p.m. match in Albion.

team concept.”
The men had seven individ-

ual champions. Senior Dave 
VandeBunte won the 10k in 
32:04, senior Dan Kerr won 
the 5k in 15:02 and junior Sam 
Kerk took the 1500 in 4:00.64 
for the distance events. Junior 
Calvin Kuyers ran an inspir-
ing 400m hurdles in 55.51, 
barely catching an athlete 
from Hope in the last meter of 
the race. Freshman Jon Cok 
jumped 1.92m for the win, 
junior Gerrit VanKlaveren 

won the triple 
with a 13.32m 
jump and se-
n io r  A a r o n 
Meckes  put 
the shot 15.09.

“On the pa-
per, we don’t 
win the meet. 
Thankfully 
we don’t com-
pe te  on pa-
p e r.  W he r e 
we struggled, 
other people 
made up for 
it,” said Coach 
Otte. “I loved 
J o n  C o k ’ s 
high jump win 
and [sopho-
mo r e]  Jo s h 
Ferguson tak-
ing second in 
the 1500 was 
big. He could 
have set t led 
for fifth but he 

ended up inching people out 
for those extra points.”

“It was great to take step 
one on our way to the confer-
ence championship.” Calvin 
will compete next week at the 
GVSU Al Owen’s classic.

CALVIN.EDU
Senior Alyssa Penning took home the title in the 3000m 
steeplechase for the second year in a row at the MIAA Jamboree.

Knights win MIAA Jamboree Tennis leads MIAA

Softball wins three of last four conference games
BY JESS KOSTER

Sports Editor

Last Friday, the Knights host-
ed the Comets of Olivet for a 
twinbill. The Knights won both 
games taking the first 17-4 and 
the second 13-5. Game two was 
highlighted by the 16 bases that 
were stolen.

In the f i r s t  game, Ol ivet 
scored the first run of the game 
in the first inning. Calvin re-
sponded with six runs by sopho-
mores Christ ie VanderMeer, 
Trista Brownlee, Merin Cok, 
Catherine Hilbrands, and ju-
niors Lina Avila and Janelle 
Agren in the bottom of the first. 
The Knights bat ted through 
the roster before leadoff batter 

VanderMeer got the second out 
of the inning.

Olivet recorded two more 
runs in the third to bring the 
s c o r e  t o  6 - 3  i n  f a v o r  o f 
the Knights. The Knights had a big 
third inning recording eight runs 
scored by junior Ashley Jakus, 
Agren, VanderMeer, freshman 
Lydia Gildea, Avila, Hilbrands, 
Cok and Agren. The score was 
then 14-3. 

The Knights scored three more 
runs by VanderMeer, Brownlee 
and Gildea in the bottom of the 
fourth. Olivet replied with one 
more which was not enough to 
avoid being mercied.

The Knights had f ive dou-
bles including two by Agren. 
They also had three triples by 
VanderMeer, Gilda and fresh-

man Megan Rozeveld. Junior 
Caitlin Callow got the win for 
the Knights and is now 3-5 for the 
season. Agren and Gildea went 3 
for 3 to lead the Knights. Agren 
also had four RBIs.

In the second game of the twin-
bill, the Knights got on the board 
first with two runs in the top of 
the second. Olivet responded with 
two of their own in the bottom 
of the inning. Calvin chalked up 
four more runs in the top of the 
third and top of the fourth to bring 
their lead to 10-2. Olivet respond-
ed with three runs in the fourth. 
Freshman Ashley Riemersma 
homered in the sixth and Agren in 
the seventh to bring the Knights 
up 12 -5.  T he K n ig ht s  won 
13 -5.  The K nights s tole 16 
bases in this game. Brownlee, 

also the winning pitcher, head-
ed this aggressive attack steal-
ing five bases. Jakus stole four, 
Hilbrands two and VanderMeer, 
Gildea, Bryan, Riemersma and 
Cok each stole one.

Tuesday, the Knights host-
ed the St. Mary’s Belles. They 
split the twinbill winning the 
first game 8-2 while dropping 
the second 3 -2. In the f i rs t 
game, the winning pitcher was 
Avila who also belted out a two-
run homer in the f irst to get 
the ball rolling for the Knights. 
The Knights went up three runs 
in the first. The Belles respond-
ed with two runs of their own. 
Calvin scored two more in the 
second to go up 5-2. Three and 
a half innings of shutout softball 
then ensued before the Knights 

scored three more runs in the 
sixth for the final runs of the 
game. They were led by Gildea 
and Avila who each went 3 for 
4. Gildea had three RBIs while 
Avila had two.

Av i l a  wa s  i n  t he  p i t c h -
er’s circle to start the second 
game as well. She threw four 
innings of shutout ball. Avila 
scored the first run of the game 
in the second inning on a home 
run. This would be the only run of 
the game until the fifth inning 
when VanderMeer scored on a 
double by Brownlee. The Belles 
responded in the bot tom of 
the f i f th with three runs to 
e ve nt u a l ly  w i n  t he  g a me. 
T h e  K n i g h t s  p l a y  a g a i n 
o n  S a t u r d a y  w h e n  t h e y 
travel to Trine.
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SUDOKU
c a m p u s  s a f e t y  r e p o rt

4/9/2013
Campus safety took a report of a larceny of a bicycle from a visi-
tor to campus who stated he had left his bicycle, a purple Pacific 
mountain bike, unlocked near the Burton Street entrance to Calvin 
Theological Seminary. The bicycle was not registered with campus 
safety. The victim had no idea who took the bicycle.

At 6:10 p.m., campus safety began an investigation of a two car 
accident that occurred at the intersection west of the East Belt-
line underpass. Both vehicles had failed to properly stop at the 
stop sign, resulting in a collision. One driver left the scene without 
stopping to identify himself. The vehicle was tracked down and the  
owner identified.

opinion and 
editorial

BY TOM SPEELMAN
Guest Writer

I have been a devoted Andrew 
Bird fan for about six years, ever 
since hearing a song on a podcast 
by the radio station KEXP. Since 
then, I’ve been captivated and in-
spired by his multi-instrumental 
virtuosity, dynamic whistling, 
inspired arrangements and cap-
tivating, cryptic lyrics. But it 
was finally seeing him live this 
past weekend at the Festival 
of Faith and Music that really 
drove home for me just what I 
like about him.

Absent his usual touring band, 
Bird enter tained the sizable 
crowd for a fifty-minute set us-
ing his trademark set of looping 
pedals to orchestrate innovative 

layers of violin plucking, scrap-
ing and bowing, even layering on 
some whistling, glockenspiel and 
guitar into the mix, his custom-
made speaker rotating behind 
him all the while. 

Occasionally, he left his loop-
ing hub at the center of the 
stage and went off to the side; 
when performing the new song 
“Something Biblical,” off of his 
recent EP “Hands of Glory” (a 
brilliant country-folk record by 
the way), he wailed on his violin 
like Eddie Van Halen; it was 
something to see. It was just 
as haunting as it is on record, 
but here, it sounded far more 
intimate because it was just one 
man, singing his heart out. It was 
a remarkably intimate moment.

Something I didn’t anticipate 
was just how funny Bird was, 

working the crowd like a stand-
up comedian between songs. 
When introducing “Biblical,” 
he said the opening lines  ”Take 
your apples from the earth/And 
your fingerlings from the air” 
were inspired by how the French 
word for potato translates as “ap-
ple of the earth,” but he changed 
potatoes to “fingerlings” because 
“‘potatoes’ is an inherently un-
lyrical word.”

After his set, Andrew Bird was 
joined by the members of Mason 
Jar Music — the instrumental/
visual group that backed up Josh 
Garrels the following night — for 
a four-song set that opened up 
sonically and lyrically, includ-
ing a new song “Alasky [sic] At 
Night,” which exhorts the lis-
tener to “Come back to Chicago/
The city of light.” Somebody 

notify Paris.
The only low point was that 

Bird did not sign anything after 
the show, due to having to play 
in Chicago the following night. I 
was upset, but I understand; after 
all, his live setup must take a long 
time to get together. Besides, he 
answered my question during the 
Q&A portion of an interview, 
and what more could a fan ask 
for?

As I said, Bird’s lyrics are cryp-
tic, but student activities office 
director Ken Heffner has referred 
to him as someone whose music 
is “Christ-haunted,” meaning 
that he detects the void left with 
the absence of Christ and strives 
to fill it. After seeing him plead 
that “There’s a hole in the ocean 
floor/ Who’s gonna stop it bleed-
ing?” — from the song “Hole in 

the Ocean Floor” — I couldn’t 
agree more.

Bird helped me realize some-
thing that was only solidified 
by Josh Garrels the following 
night. While God is present in 
all genres of music, certainly, 
it seems that he is most visible 
right now within the genre of 
American roots music, and I 
think people see that. Why else 
would Mumford & Sons be a 
headlining act in 2013?

All in all, this was a transcen-
dent, remarkable experience, as 
beautiful and uplifting as any of 
his albums have been, but added 
with that extra adrenaline of the 
live performance. For anyone 
who missed out, I am truly sorry; 
if you get the chance to see him 
live, do it. No matter the venue 
or cost, do it. You won’t regret it.

Bird concert a reminder of the God in music

etceter a
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Student senate, under its current organization, does not have 
the trust of the student body. Something’s gotta give.

Abby Zwart, Editorial

From the
  Editor

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR must include the writer’s name 
and class. Letters received without a name will not be printed. 
The editors reserve the right to edit any letters. The length of 
the letter should be no longer than 250 words; longer letters 
may be shortened at the editor’s discretion. The deadline for all 
letters is 5 p.m. on Tuesday for print on the following Friday. 
Send letters to chimes@calvin.edu with “Letter to the Editor” 
in the subject line, or send your comments through our website:  
www.calvin.edu/chimes.

ANNOUNCEMENTS can be submitted by Calvin stu-
dents, faculty and staff to be printed in Chimes at no cost. 
Announcements can be sent via e-mail to chimes@calvin.edu or 
dropped off at the Chimes office during the week. Announcements 
must be received by 5 p.m. Tuesday to run in Friday’s paper. 
Please stick to a limit of 160 characters and send with the subject 
line “announcement.”

Calvin philosophy profs did 
not attend student conference

Dear Editor,
This past weekend, Calvin 

College and Grand Valley State 
University’s first annual Joint 
Philosophy Conference was held 
in the Calvin Seminary audito-
rium. According to many, includ-
ing myself, the conference was 
an overwhelming success. Gary 
Gutting (the keynote speaker) 
and the student presenters gave 
rigorous, carefully developed 
papers on diverse topics, and the 
discussions that took place at the 
reception following the confer-
ence were fantastic. 

It is a shame, however, that 
more members of the Calvin 
philosophy faculty did not attend 
the conference. To be sure, there 
were a few faculty members who 
participated for the duration of 
the conference, including atten-
dance at every one of the student 
presentations. I was very encour-
aged by this, but the fact that there 
were never more than two faculty 
members present at any given stu-
dent presentation reflects badly 
on the department. What’s more, 
there were more GVSU professors 
present at the conference even 
though the conference took place 
on Calvin’s campus. 

I know that professors have 
lives, and I know that April is a 
chaotic and taxing time in the 
semester, but this conference 
only happens once a year. It 
is especially concerning when 
considering that three out of 
five presenters were Calvin stu-
dents. It is clear that philosophy 
students at Calvin possess great 
talent. It is also clear, and deep-
ly disappointing, that many of 
the philosophy professors chose  
not to support them in this con-
ference. 

Anonymous 

Citizens need to stand against 
poor road design

Dear Editor,
Regarding the article about 

US-131, of course you are cor-

rect that the highway should not 
have cut through our grand city 
of Grand Rapids. 

I congratulate you for your 
commentary, but believe the die 
was cast and that it is way too 
long and costly to turn around at 
this late date, unless this popu-
lation can understand existing 
problems and support long term 
benefits and improvements.

Where were Grand Rapidians 
at the time of this horrendous de-
cision? Your points are all good, 
except that the whole 131 should 
have been and still needs to have 
been located much further west to 
avoid slicing downtown and this 
city apart. I went through nearly 
the exact condition in Duluth, 
Minnesota, and we did win to 
some degree, at least in covering 
over parts of Interstate 35 as it 
went through the most sensitive 
parts of our city and kept the stu-
pid freeway out of Lake Superior 
and its downtown shoreline.

Sometime, come and see the 
drawings of what it was and how 
it ended up. You are involved in a 
giant battle, my friend, but some-
times battle is all that remains. 

I hail you youthful who care 
and dare to stand up and state 
your points. Improvements begin 
then and there...

Kent G. Worley, 
Landscape Architect

Senate election article  
informative

Dear Editor,
I recently had the opportunity 

to read the article about the senate 
elections coming up, and I found 
it to be very informative and 
beneficial. I haven’t heard much 
around campus about the senate 
election, but this article filled me 
in and allowed me to gain more 
knowledge and insight about our 
Calvin College senate. I believe 
that it’s very wholesome and 
rewarding to understand more 
about our community at Calvin 
College, and the amount of effort 
that goes into the smooth running 
of our school. 

It’s a shame to read that the 

Dear 2013-2014 student sen-
ate,

It’s election week.  I’ve never 
been a huge fan, but this year 
I’m particularly perturbed.  
Originally, this year’s sen-
ate “race” was an “if you’re 
willing, you’re in” situation, 
assuming you could get 500 
friends or clueless freshmen 
to vote for you.  But after sev-
eral failed attempts, we’ve 
f inally got a slapdash exec 
team that exists mainly for the  
purpose of creating a race, ac-
cording to our interview with 
them.

It’s sort of embarrassing.
I’m disappointed, but I can’t 

say I’m surprised.  I keep wait-
ing for a fresh batch of student 
senators who are willing to 
take a different tack, but it 
hasn’t happened in my four 
years.  And before you at-
tack me for hypocrisy — no, 
I haven’t run for senate.  I’ve 
dedicated my Calvin tenure 
to working for Chimes, a dif-
ferent kind of campus service.

This year’s elections have 

led me to wonder why more 
people don’t run for senate.  Is 
it sincerely a lack of desire or a 
lack of interest in campus issues?  
I doubt it — we have plenty of 
potential leaders on campus, 
movers and shakers who are using 
their individual student organiza-
tions or academic departments 
to change things.  (Think about 
how much competition there is to 
become an RA or an OL --- many 
of us are willing to lead.)

I think it comes down to a lack 
of belief in the system.  Student 
senate, under its current organi-
zation, does not have the trust of 
the student body.  We don’t truly 
believe that you can get things 
done.

Something’s gotta give.
I’m not sure when senate last 

defined its mission, but I think 
it’s that time again.  In my mind, 
senate exists to gather student 
opinion and present that opinion 
to the faculty and administration 
of Calvin.  You listen to student 
complaints and try to fix them.  
You listen to student praise and 
pass it along.

Senate does not exist to hold 
parties or rent bikes.

A case in point: the much-
discussed prioritization process 
going on at Calvin this year to 
alleviate budget problems.  Was 
the student body ever formally 
polled about what was important 
to them at Calvin?  Were we ever 
even given a public platform like a 
town hall meeting in which to ex-
press our opinions?  No.  Instead, 
we were given #WeAreCalvin, a 
messy and inaccurate popularity 
contest that selected sports, the 
speech pathology program and 
concerts as the most important 
things at Calvin.

Call me old-fashioned, but I’d 
prefer a nice online survey any 
day.  Surveys can be fair, are 
generally accurate, and they’re 
inclusive and easy to participate 
in. Not to mention they give data 
to Le Roy and the administration 
that they can actually use --- not 
a handful of photos that do little 
more than raise awareness of the 
problem.

Poll us, senate.  We won’t be 
annoyed.  A couple of weeks ago, 
Chimes put up a Facebook poll 
asking people which core classes 
should be eliminated.  We got 200 
votes and almost 50 thoughtful 
comments from voters.  Don’t tell 
me no one likes polls.

In order to know what we care 
about, you have to ask us.  Once 
you’ve figured that out, work hard 

to make it happen.
I know you work hard now, and 

I don’t mean to discourage you.  
But, I think a lot of that work is 
misguided.  I have a suggestion. 
It’s fairly radical, but I think this 
year proves that it’s time for a big 
change.

Cut the extra stuff.  We don’t 
need you to organize masquerade 
balls or fundraising concerts or 
bike programs or discount cards.  
Calvin has a plethora of student 
organizations who can do all of 
those things.  Focus solely on 
gathering student opinion, lobby-
ing for what they care about and 
helping them change things they 
can’t change on their own.  

A great example from this 
year: you heard that students 
from outside the Midwest need a 
longer Thanksgiving break.  You 
let the administration know, and 
didn’t let up until they agreed.  
You created change in this area, 
and students are thankful.  

Be our link to the folks who run 
Calvin College.  Though students 
are, in my opinion, the most 
important aspect of a college, 
we can often be overlooked or 
unheard in the sea of lobbying by 
faculty, staff, alumni, donors and  
community members.  Be our 
voice.

Get President Le Roy or 
Provost Beversluis in Johnny’s 
once a week to hear student com-
ments and concerns.  Sure, we 

could ask for personal meet-
ings with those people, but 
it’s intimidating, and a single 
student might not be important  
enough to these busy admin-
istrators.

Find out what professors 
or classes are giving students 
particular trouble, and investi-
gate.  Pull up grade records and 
class evaluations.  Represent us 
when we feel slighted.

When donors object to cer-
tain concerts or the Board of 
Trustees sends ridiculous mem-
os to faculty members, find out 
what students think.  Compile 
those thoughts and present 
a united (or perhaps diverse) 
voice to the administration.  A 
single student’s voice is easily 
lost, but the chorus student 
senate could produce would be 
formidable.

Instead of doing an average 
job on 100 things, we need you 
to do a great job on one thing.

Senate of 2013-2014: the 
clock is ticking.  The next cou-
ple of years are lining up to be 
critical ones in Calvin history, 
but if you don’t carpe diem, 
the chance to make significant 
changes will be gone. We’re on 
a new track in a new world, and 
you could be at the forefront.

- ajz

Letters to the editor numbers for each senate posi-
tion are decreasing. Not only did 
David Kuenzi and Alicia Smit 
have no competition for their 
election, but also the senate and 
cabinet positions are lower in 
numbers. In the end, only one 
person will actually be elimi-
nated. I agree with what Sungjin 
Yoo said; “Because [the students] 
show a lack of interest, they have 
no right to complain about any 
decisions that will be made.” 
Due to the lack of runners for 
this election, there aren’t as many 
ideas being bounced around or 
opinions being shared, which will 
result in fewer options for differ-
ent views and ideas.  

I greatly appreciated the infor-
mation in this article — thank 
you so much!

Brianne Van Buren, ‘16

Women’s Chorale  
had impact

Dear Editor,
As a member of the Calvin 

College Women’s Chorale, I 
was able to experience God’s 
work through our choir with 
the Korean church in Southern 
California. I am from Redlands, 
California (one of our stops on 
the tour) and I went into the tour 
thinking that going home would 
be the best part of the tour. I was 
completely wrong. Although go-
ing home was fantastic, being able 
to see the incredible impact God 
can make with our music, espe-
cially something that’s secular 
was humbling and astounding. 
Although I didn’t understand 
most of that service, it was by 
far the most powerful and life 
changing. Our choir was able to 
witness a Korean prayer in which 
the entire congregation prayed 
out loud, creating a beautiful 
symphony of voices all saying 
their thoughts and praise to God. 
We were able to be blessed with 
a delicious Korean meal after 
the service and experience the 
generosity of the church. We 
had no idea at the time what 
an impact that service would 
make, but learning that it made 
an international change was yet 
another example of God’s power  
and love.

Katie Elgersma, ‘16

College should not  
use intimidation

Dear Editor,
I had mixed feelings about 

the article on Calvin Crush and 
Calvin Confessions. On one 
hand, it is disturbing to see such 
an explosion of “confessions” 
and the like; the immediate re-
action is to feel as though the 
Christian ground under our feet 
has collapsed under us. While 
one such site only represents a 
small portion of the whole com-
munity, it is unsettling to think 
that our classmates could have 
said those things. On the other 
hand, Calvin’s official reaction is 
on the borderline between absurd 
and abusive of its power. While 

it was claimed that confessions 
of breaking the student code of 
conduct would be investigated, 
there are technical measures that 
would make it effectively impos-
sible to trace posters; anonymity 
truly is an effective shield. But 
more troubling is the allegation 
that Calvin Crush is illegally us-
ing symbols associated with the 
college: using the college’s name 
is illegal? Even trademarks fall 
under fair use. Before the col-
lege tries to use intimidation, it 
should take a long look at how 
far it is willing to go just to cover 
up its sins.

Brian Cole, ‘16

Love dirt? How about plants, hard work and fresh produce?
Are you staying in Grand Rapids for the summer?

The Calvin Community Garden may be the place for you!
We’re looking for two new summer assistants/co-managers. 
Pay will be roughly $1000 for April until November for 
about 6 hours work a week (hours fluctuate from week to 
week).

We would preferably like a student who just finished their 
freshman or sophomore year, willing to hold the position 
until graduation.

Apply here:
http://www.calvin.edu/slc/opportunities/community-garden-
application.html.

For more information email Lauren Verstraete at ljv38.
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