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Calvin begins plans for upcoming budget shortfall

See “Theatre,” page 7

CTC presents ‘Mystery of Edwin Drood’Fun. sparks controversy
BY ABBY ZWART

Editor in Chief

The Gezon auditor ium, a 
uniquely shaped theater that has 
seen many interesting arrange-
ments, has been transformed into 
a traditional prosce-
nium theater in or-
der to present Calvin 
Theatre Company’s 
fall production: the 
play within a play 
“T he  Mys te r y  of 
Edwin Drood.”

T he musica l ,  a 
Tony-awa rd w i n-
ning adaptation of 
Cha rles  Dickens’ 
nove l  b y  R u p e r t 
Holmes, is set in the 
city of Cloisterham 
i n  V i c t o r i a n - e r a 
England. The per-
formers are charged 
wit h play ing t wo 
roles each — that of a 
Victorian actor in the 
company The Music 
Hall Royale, as well 
as the character that 
actor portrays.

Because Dickens 
died before he could 
finish his novel, the 
musical has “no con-
crete ending,” says 
Kelsey Blodgett, who 
plays Rosa Bud.

“There are multiple endings,” 
clarif ies Maggie Ferntheil, a 
sophomore ensemble member. 
Indeed, in the play’s opening 
scene, The Chairman (Brian 
Alford), who acts both as narra-
tor of the show/manager of the 
fictional theater and as a member 

of the action in “Drood,” declares 
“we will be asking you to vote on 
key points of our plot tonight.”

Audience members are asked 
to vote on who is responsible for 
the mysterious disappearance 
of young Edwin Drood (Emily 
Diener) and on which characters 

should pursue a love interest 
together.

“You get to choose your own 
ending,” says Diener, whose 
Victorian actor persona is a male 
impersonator. “How often have 
you wished you could change 
the ending of a play? Here, it’s 

interactive and you have the 
freedom to do that.”

As audience members can 
guess from the first few scenes, 
“Drood” is not your average 
musical.

“There’s tons of four th 
wall breaking,” says ensemble 

member Annie Bulthuis, re-
ferring to the theater prin-
ciple in which actors com-
mu n ic a t e  d i r e c t l y  w i t h 
audience members. 

Young Edwin Drood escorts his fi nacee Rosa Bud around Cloisterham.

BY RYAN STRUYK
Online Editor

The band Fun. is partnering 
with a nonprofit organization in 
order to promote marriage equal-
ity during its fall tour. However, 
per Calvin’s request, the band 
will not bring that organization 
to campus on Nov. 14.

The organization REVERB, 
an environmental sustainabil-
it y nonprof it ,  launched the 
Campus Consciousness Tour 
(CCT) in order to link college 
students with local causes. CCT 
partnered with Fun. this fall 
to advocate for the cause of 
marriage equality.

“LGBTQ equality has always 
been an important issue for Fun.,” 
reads the band’s website. “This 
Campus Consciousness Tour is 
focused on mobilizing college stu-
dents to actively support LGBTQ 
equality, both in their lives and in 
the voting booth.”

“Colleges are fertile ground for 
activism and change,” said Nate 
Ruess, lead singer of Fun. “It’s 
exactly where we need to be as we 
launch our support for LGBTQ 
equality.”

At other schools on the tour, 
the CCT collects $1 per ticket 
for a local marriage equality 
nonprofit. It also sets up booths 
at the concert representing local 
marriage equality organizations. 
Fun.’s own marriage equality 
organization, The Ally Coalition, 
also advocates at the concerts.

Calvin’s administration is not 
allowing these two components 
of Fun.’s fall tour to be present at 
the band’s Calvin concert.

Ken Heffner, student activities 

director, recognized, however, 
that Fun. is still able to ad-
vocate for marriage equality 
during the concert.

“What we fully anticipate is 
that the band is going to talk 
about this on stage. I’d be sur-
prised if they didn’t,” he said.

Calvin booked the band 
in June through a binding 
verbal agreement without the 
CCT component, according to 
Heffner. Later, when the band 
wanted to bring CCT to the 
concert, Calvin requested that 
Fun. not bring the organiza-
tion to campus.

Fun. “readily agreed” to 
this arrangement, said Shirley 
Hoogstra, vice president for 
student life.

“I am utterly appalled…”
Members of the Calvin com-

munity have expressed con-
cern surrounding the concert. 
Some are concerned about 
Calvin inviting a band that ad-
vocates against the Christian 
Reformed Church’s (CRC) 
positions on homosexuality 
and marriage.

Because of Calvin’s affilia-
tion with the CRC, the college 
adopts the denomination’s 
position that marriage is meant 
to be between a man and a 
woman.

The CRC’s position on ho-
mosexuality says that homo-
sexual orientation is a “condi-
tion of disordered sexuality 
that reflects the brokenness of 
our sinful world,” according 
to the denomination’s website.

The position states that

See “Advocacy,” page 2

BY ABBY ZWART & 
JOHN KLOOSTERMAN

Editor in Chief and Managing Editor

Calvin is facing a 10 percent 
budget shortfall that must be ac-
counted for in the next five years.

Newly-inaugurated president 
Michael Le Roy learned the full 
details of the projected problem 
when he began going through 
Calvin’s budget shortly af ter 
starting his position on July 1. 
“I wanted to really understand 
where we were,” he said in an 
interview with Chimes. Le Roy 
cited three reasons for wanting 
to get the whole story of Calvin’s 
financial situation.

First, colleges in the Midwest 
are facing bleaker enrollment 
numbers in the future. “In the 
Midwest, enrollment f igures 
look flat over the next 10 years or 
so,” said Le Roy. Fewer students 
means less revenue and tighter 
budgets for colleges.

S e c o n d ,  t h e 
entire country is 
in the midst of a 
major recession. 
Finances are tight 
everywhere, par-
ticularly in higher 
education. Most 
colleges, includ-
ing Calvin, have 
already done some 
minor restructur-
ing to account for 
this, but there is 
st i l l more to be 
done.

T h i rd ,  whe n 
Le Roy looked at 
the forecast for 
Calv in’s f ut ure 
(the next f ive to 
seven years), he 
saw costs piling up, 
and didn’t want to 
pass those costs on to students. 
“I viewed it as my responsibility 
coming in to make sure Calvin is 
affordable and sustainable for the 

long run,” he said.
These cost increases are com-

ing from a rise in the cost of 
healthcare for employees, keeping 

technology up to date and keeping 
faculty salaries competitive with 
Calvin’s peer institutions.

Aside from rising costs, Calvin 

is also facing significant debt pay-
ments starting around five years 
from now as a result of its use of 
debt financing. Debt financing 
allowed the college to earn invest-
ment return on money donated 
towards building projects. Calvin 
borrowed the money to construct 
buildings like the Fieldhouse, and 
invested the unused borrowed 
funds and incoming donations. 
The expectation was that the 
investment would make more 
money than the debt cost to 
service.

This strategy was successful 
until the stock market crash in 
2008. The crash especially hurt 
Calvin because several large debt-
financed building projects, like 
the Fieldhouse, were begun not 
long before it. Since 1997, Calvin 
has spent $32 million more in debt 
service payments than the yield 
on related investments. Large 
market losses in 2008-09 are the

See “Finance,” page 3

Calvin took out loans to build facilities like the CFAC.
CALVIN.EDU
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AdvocAcy: Role of marriage equality at concert raises concerns
continued from page 1
 

homosexuals “should not be denied  
community acceptance based 
solely on their orientation.” It 
goes on to say that explicit ho-
mosexual practice is “incompat-
ible with obedience to the will 
of God.”

The college received eight let-
ters from both alumni and people 
outside the Calvin community 
that expressed concern over 
Fun.’s role in marriage equality 
advocacy, and in some cases, 
called for Calvin to cancel the 
concert.

“I am ut terly 
appalled that the 
c o l l e g e  w o u l d 
permit the group 
Fun. to perform 
on campus,” read 
one letter, whose 
author’s name was 
withheld by the 
college. 

“Listening to 
and suppor t ing 
groups with a clear 
a nd out spoke n 
political agenda 
advocating values 
that are absolutely 
contradictory to 
scripture is not re-
deeming culture,” 
it continued. 

“ T h e  p o l i t i -
cal agenda they 
openly state as the 
reason for this tour 
ought to be enough to make 
Calvin take a stand and not allow 
them on our campus.” 

“There is a point where toler-
ance and acceptance of others’ 
social actions crosses a critical 
line,” wrote another person. “I 
believe … the administration 
that allows this type of cultural 
diversity has crossed that line.” 
Hoogstra said that college pri-
marily booked the band for its 
musical talent and did not make 
the decision based on its political 
leanings.

“We invited a band with a 
known performance value. We 
invite many persons to cam-
pus who have personal or pro-
fessional alliances that may or 
may not align with Calvin,”  

Hoogstra said.
“They are an earnest young 

band that creates thoughtful, 
creative and exciting music,” she 
continued. 

“They are actively trying to 
create popular music that avoids 
the cynicism that sometimes is 
found in contemporary popu-
lar culture.” Hoogstra said that 
Calvin has no intention to cancel 
the concert. 

Hoogst ra said that Fun.’s 
marriage equality advocacy can 
help enliven campus-wide dis-
cussions on the issue, one that 
has been prominent on cam-

pus since Calvin was named on 
the Princeton Review’s LGBT-
unfriendly list earlier this year.

“When we bring live entertain-
ment to Calvin College, it is be-
cause we are creating a laboratory 
for an experience that will bring 
to life conversation and discus-
sion,” Hoogstra said. “When a 
college invites a live performance, 
the conversation doesn’t just end 
at the end of the performance. As 
a community we can continue to 
talk about things that occur on 
campus.”

Concerns arise over language 
in “Some Nights”

Other letters expressed con-
cern over the language in Fun.’s 
songs. The band’s hit “Some 
Nights” uses the F-word.

“Listening to their song ‘Some 
Nights,’ in which they use God’s 
name in vain in the first 30 sec-
onds and continue on in vile 
language, I hardly knew what to 
think,” read one letter. “Hosting 
this group is totally opposite of 
the message we heard this week-
end during inauguration,” wrote 
another person.

Heffner said that the F-word 
in the song “Some Nights” is not 
misused. He said that while swear 
words can be used in a flippant, 
cavalier way, the band uses the 
word with a purpose, in a way 
similar to literature.

Hoogstra said that she appre-
ciated the letters of concern and 
how they help her think actively 
about the role of cultural discern-
ment at Calvin.

“When Jesus said to be in the 
world but not of the world, the 
command is clear; the living it out 
can feel untidy,” she said.

Calvin passes on CCT
The college also has backed 

up its decision to request that the 
CCT not collect $1 per ticket or 
bring in local marriage equality 
advocacy groups. In order to keep 
prices low for students, Calvin 
does not allow any money to 
be added to ticket prices for any 
cause.  Since Calvin is a nonprofit 
organization, it raises money 
for other nonprofits under very  

rare circumstances.
Calvin also did not want un-

known groups coming to cam-
pus through CCT to set up 
booths to form what CCT calls 
a “village.”“While we had the 
choice in inviting Fun. as per-
formers, we were not inviting 
unknown causes or groups to be 
a part of a Calvin concert experi-
ence,” said Hoogstra.

“Having a booth on campus 
without an opportunity to con-
textualize it would lead to mis-
understanding about the position 
of the CRC,” she continued. “We 
wanted to lessen confusion.”

The conversa-
tion continues

Sophomore 
Seth Wilson is a 
leader in Sexuality 
Awareness, Gender 
Acceptance 
(SAGA), a peer 
education group 
of both LGBT and 
straight students 
sponsored by the 
Broene Counseling 
Center.

“O u r  goa l  a t 
SAGA is to create a 
safer campus, and 
I think Fun. has 
the same goal,” he 
said. “If you don’t 
talk about [LGBT 
issues], it isn’t go-
ing to go away. It 
feels a little bit like 
it is being brushed 

under the rug, out of sight.” 
However, Wilson said that Calvin 
is encouraging good conversation 
on the topic.

“We have lots of people willing 
to engage in the conversation,” he 
said. “It’s definitely getting better. 
Shirley Hoogstra is doing a lot; 
she’s always been great support, 
and President Le Roy is going to 
be coming to a SAGA meeting 
sometime soon.” Hoogstra rein-
forced that the conversation is 
happening around campus. 

“We aren’t pushing the con-
versation away,” she said. “We 
have a lot of conversation about 
LGBT issues at Calvin and it’s 
pretty vibrant.”

A d d i t i o n a l  r e p o r t i n g  b y  
Grace Ruiter.

Students dress up for masquerade dance
BY KATELYN BOSCH

Staff Writer

The eighth annual masquerade 
dance on Saturday, sponsored 
by Student Senate and Nite Life, 
offered many opportunities for 
dancing, food, games and crafts.

A s  d a nc e - go e r s  e n t e r e d 
through a cloud of smoke into the 
Spoelhof Fieldhouse Complex, 
they were handed a glow-stick 
to add to the experience. They 
continued down a staircase lined 
with plastic pumpkins containing 
a candle in the center.

The bottom of the staircase 
was encased by a dome of spider 
webs and a sign reading, “This 
way to the dungeon.”  

The Fieldhouse’s basement 
was transformed into a dance 
floor with spiders, skulls and bats 
hanging from the ceiling.

“I loved the decorations,” 
sa id  f r e sh ma n Be n Fra n z, 
who  d r e s s ed  up  a s  a  r ap -
per. “They did a great job.”  
DJ Zhem, a DJ who has played 
at other Calvin events including 
the Buck Fridays Carnival, was 
in charge of music for the night. 
Students and faculty danced to 
hits like “Gangnam Style” and 
Taylor Swift’s “We Are Never 
Getting Back Together.”  There 
were also classic line dances 
such as the “Wobble” and the  

“Cupid Shuffle.”
Many students, including 

freshmen Haley Garfield, enjoyed 
the event.

“I liked the dancing aspect,” 
Garfield said. “It was fun to be 
able to just let loose.”

Freshman Ally Carter said that 
overall she liked the dance and 
thought it was a good event, but 
she still had some reservations.

“There were some songs you 
couldn’t dance to,” Carter said. 
“Others were good though.” 
Franz appreciated the DJ and 
thought the lighting effects added 
much to the atmosphere on the 
dance floor.

“I liked the part when they 
turned down the lights and only 
had the blue light,” said Franz. 
“It made the dancing more fun.”

Ref resh ment s,  i nc lud i ng 
Papa John’s pizza, donuts, and 
a concoction cal led “Calvin 
punch,” were also available.  
Not to ment ion there were 
mounds of candy that contributed 
to the Halloween theme.

“The food was good,” said 
freshman Freddie Ankomah. 
“Any chance for food other than 
dining hall food is always good.”

While the dancing was in full 
swing and the food was being 
consumed downstairs, there were 
other festivities taking place in 
the Fieldhouse lobby. Students 
competed in games of octaball, 

a game similar to dodgeball 
which often makes an appear-
ance at Nite Life events.

There was a picture station 
for groups to pose for pictures 
in their Halloween garbs. 

The station had a table full 
of props, such as tennis rack-
ets and scarves, to use in the 
pictures. To contribute to the 
masquerade, students deco-
rated masks using supplies like 
glitter and feathers. Students 
had fun planning and putting 
together costumes to wear to 
the dance.

“It was cool seeing everyone 
dressed up,” Garfield said. 

Many d i f fe rent  people 
and charac ters made ap -
pearances,  including the 
M ichel i n Man,  t he Blue 
Man Group and the Joker.   
Students expressed appre-
ciation for the event and other 
planned events put on by stu-
dent senate and Nite Life.

Junior Erin Kelley thought 
the event was well-organized 
and enjoyed going to the dance 
with friends.

F r e s h m a n  N a t a l i e 
McDonald, who went as a 
firefighter, agreed. 

“It’s nice that Calvin offers 
good, clean events so that 
we can do something differ-
ent than just hang out in our 
room,” she said.

Do you want to become a 
better speaker and  

presenter?

 Do you want to communi-
cate with confidence? 

Do you want to develop 
your leadership skills? 

Ted Spoelstra Toastmasters 
can help you! The club holds 
a public recording open house 

meeting on Monday, November 
12 from 12:30-1:25 p.m. in 

Seminary Auditorium at Calvin 
Theological Seminary. Ex-

plore this great opportunity for 
self-confidence and personal 
growth! Free lunch will be 

provided! 

For more information,  
contact: 

 
David Zigterman (President) 
dpz029@calvinseminary.edu; 

920-627-3521
http://tedspoelstra.toastmas-

tersclubs.org/    

Fun.  is touring as a part of the Campus Consciousness Tour, which works to increase awareness 
and advocacy for marriage equality.
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After looking over all of these 
factors and trying to project 
how the college would deal with 
both its expenses and debt, Le 
Roy realized that Calvin wasn’t 
prepared. the college must be 
ready to make a few cuts and 
restructure its programs and ser-
vices in order to make room for 
the additional 10 percent, which, 
based on Calvin’s current budget 
of $103 million, is $10.3 million.

Many have asked how this 
projected gap came about. $10.3 
million is a significant amount --- 
one it seems hard to imagine was 
simply overlooked in past years.

When explaining how the 
problem avoided full analysis, Le 
Roy and Doug Koopman, execu-
tive associate for communication 
and planning, used the analogy of 
a jigsaw puzzle.

“All the pieces were face up on 
the table,” said Koopman, “but no 
one had put them together.”

Le Roy echoed the analogy, 
noting that too many different 
people were in charge of oversee-
ing different parts of the budget. 
And, he noted, no one was talking 
about it.

“I noticed there wasn’t a cul-
ture here of lots of faculty and 
staff looking at finances and ask-
ing questions,” he said. This was 
in contrast to his previous job as 
provost of Whitworth University, 
where many in the community 
would read budget reports closely 
and ask questions.

This lack of communication 
and transparency in financial 
matters combined with the in-
creasingly complex landscape 
of higher education, created a 
perfect storm for unforeseen costs 
to arise.

This is not to say that Le Roy 
thinks past administrators were 
negligent. “I try to be charitable 
to those who were in the decision 
making chair five years ago,” he 
said. As a college administrator 

during the financial crash, he 
noted it surprised him as much 
as anyone else.

Calvin is using this potential 
crisis as further impetus to focus 
its future and mission. 2013 is 
the last year of Calvin’s current 

strategic plan, “How Will This 
Promote Learning” (HWTPL*). 
The college is starting the cycle of 
producing a new strategic plan for 
the next five years.

The process of strategic plan-
ning will have two parts. The first 
is a prioritization of all the pro-
grams and services Calvin offers, 
to determine what is important 
to the college and demands more 
investment, and what the college 
can do without to partially make 
up the budget shortfall.

Le Roy was quick to point out 
that the changes will in no way 
affect students’ studies. “If you 
came to study primate psychol-
ogy, and we decide we’re not go-
ing to do that anymore,” he said, 
“we’re going to teach it three or 
four more years.”

Ten percent of the budget is a 
significant amount, so making 
up the difference will mean some 
visible changes.

“We’re not going to cut 20 
programs,” Le Roy assured, “but 
there will be significant changes.”

The college is planning to use 
a bottom-up method for the pri-
oritization process. Beginning 
after Christmas, Calvin will hold 
a series of public forums where 
all community members can 
make their voices heard. Then, 
each department and program 
chair will be asked to look at her 
group’s structure and costs and 
make a recommendation to the 
newly-restructured Planning 
and Priorities Committee about 
which programs should have 
priority.

“It will be a very open process, 
and everyone will know what the 
criteria are,” said Le Roy.

Le Roy also hopes to get stu-
dents engaged in the process, 
letting the college know what’s 
important and what’s not. “When 

we look through the eyes of stu-
dents,” he said, “We see what’s 
really important.”

Especially under scrutiny will 
be the investments into unrelated 
businesses and real estate that 
Calvin has made. Calvin cur-

rently owns real estate such as 
Weyhill Properties, the Ladies 
Literary Club and the Glen Oaks 
East apartment complex, besides 
the campus itself. Investments 
were made into these properties 
as part of the broader strategy of 
diversifying assets. The strategic 
planning process will scrutinize 
whether these side projects are a 
distraction to the college’s educa-
tional mission.

Koopman explained that the 
trend in higher education is a 
move from diversif ication to 
specialization. At one time, it was 
conventional wisdom for higher 
education institutions to diversify 
their assets and invest in many 
different, sometimes unrelated, 
ventures. But in a time when ev-
eryone’s pocketbooks are getting 

thinner, higher education, and 
Calvin with it, hopes to create a 
tighter focus on core mission; that 
is, educating students.

B a i n  C a p i t a l ’ s  r e p o r t , 
“The Financially Sustainable 
University.” which Koopman 

keeps at hand, explains why 
this makes sense. “The healthi-
est organizations  from Fortune 
500 companies to start-ups to 
academic institutions — oper-
ate  with a discipline that al-
lows them to stay true to their 
core business,” it states. “The 
core is where high-performing 
institutions invest the most and 
generate the greatest returns.”

The second part of the stra-
tegic planning process is envi-
sioning what the college can 
look like through the future.

Much discussion will oc-
cur in the coming months, 
and Le Roy has one request: 
“The one thing I’m going to 
ask everyone to do is: let’s try 
hard to trust this process.” 
He added, “Everything I do 
here is with an eye toward 
‘How do we come out of 
this stronger?’”

Ultimately, Le Roy is op-
timistic about the changes in 

store for Calvin.
“Money problems are the easi-

est to solve,” he said, noting that 
things like losing accreditation, 
natural disaster, or losing sight 
of an institution’s mission are all 
things that “take a generation or 
two to fix.”

He sees the tough situation as a 
teaching moment. “It’s times like 
these that teach us about trusting 
God,” he says. Calvin’s is “such a 
strong story of faithfulness. I can’t 
help but think that will continue.”

“This has led me to feel even 
more committed to this place,” 
he said.

BY RYAN HAGERMAN
Staff Writer

A tiny boy, dressed as Speed 
Racer, picks a Smartie roll out of 
a pile. The boy smiles and walks 
on; he is determined to get 
as much candy as possible. 
Behind him, a line of children 
and parents fill the hallway as 
they trick-or-treat around the 
apartment complexes during 
Light in the Night.

Light in the Night is an an-
nual event for Calvin College. 
Students living in the on-
campus apartments prepare 
for weeks. Each apartment 
complex has a theme that 
the residents decorated and 
dressed up for. This year, 
Alpha was circus-themed, 
Beta was the Olympics, Delta 
was “Toy Story,” Gamma was 
“Up,” Kappa was “Finding 
Nemo,” Phi-Chi was Candy 
Land, Theta-Epsi lon was 
“The Avengers,” and Zeta-
Lambda was the jungle. Each 
apartment competed to be 
voted the best-decorated com-
plex.

The event takes a lot of 
planning and depends on do-
nations from the Calvin com-
munity and the Grand Rapids 
community. Jana Biegel, as-
sistant area coordinator for the 
Knollcrest East apartments, talk-
ed about the people involved who 
make Light in the Night possible.

“There is tons of work that goes 
into preparing for the Light in the 
Night. In mid-September we send 
out letters to local businesses ask-
ing for donations for the event,” 
she said.

“We also put donation boxes 

around Calvin’s campus to col-
lect candy from faculty, staff, 
and students,” Biegel continued. 
“Information about candy dona-
tions as well as volunteering for 
[the] night was put in CalvinNews 
and StudentNews. The leadership 

team and myself plan carnival 
games, prepare the luminary 
milk jugs to light the path, [and] 
other details. The event would 
not be possible without donations 
and volunteers.”One of those 
volunteers was resident assistant 
Joshua Song, who helped prepare 
Theta-Epsilon for the event.

“I made decorations, bought 
candy, prayed, and bought this 
t-shirt,” Song said, pointing to 
his tight-fitting Captain America 

t-shirt, “which is a child’s size.”
Mark Campbell II, resident 

assistant of Delta, also helped 
his apartment complex decorate.

“We have been decorating each 
apartment with streamers, butch-
er paper, and painting windows. 

Buying candy, each apartment 
was supposed to have 400 pieces 
of candy.”

Biegel estimates about 1,000 
people came to the event. The 
night is a way for the communi-
ties of Calvin College and Grand 
Rapids to interact with each 
other.

“This year marks the 18th 
year for Light in the Night,” she 
said. “It continues to be a family-
friendly, indoor, safe place for 

the community to come trick-or-
treating. The event has been an 
outreach for the community to 
welcome them to Calvin’s cam-
pus. It also provides a way for 
the Knollcrest East students to 
engage with the Grand Rapids 

community.”
Many of the students involved 

with the night enjoyed the visi-
tors. As she passed out candy, 
Sandra Flores, a junior, talked 
about her favorite part of the 
night.

“[My favorite part is] seeing 
kids, because when you live on 
campus, kids aren’t a part of nor-
mal college life,” she explained. 
“They bring a unique type of 
happiness.”

They also bring unique cos-
tumes, Campbell noted.

“I saw numerous Darth Vaders, 
Jedis, ninjas, football players male 
and female, construction men 
and many kids were dressed as 
elves or bears or lions,” Campbell 

said. “I even saw 
a whole family of 
pirates: mom, dad 
and kids.”

Campbell, re-
lating one humor-
ous anecdote, said 
the kids enjoyed 
the residents’ cos-
tumes.

“ O u r  t h e m e 
was Toy Stor y, 
and many resi-
dents dressed as 
Toy Story charac-
ters, and one stu-
dent was dressed 
as Ham, but these 
chi ldren would 
just shout ‘Pig!’ 
and so there was 
a chorus of kids 
walking by chant-
ing ‘Pig! Pig! Pig! 
P ig ! ’”  he  sa id , 
laughing in be-
tween words.Song 
suggested that the 
effort invested in 

Light in the Night is rewarded 
by a deeper connection with the 
neighborhoods surrounding the 
college.

“It’s a lot of work, but it’s good 
that Calvin is very intentional in 
being involved with the commu-
nity,” he said.

O n  S u n d ay,  B i e g e l  a n -
nounced the winners of the 
decorat ion contes t .  K appa 
won f i rs t  place, and Alpha 
won second.

FINANCE: Le Roy optimistic about challenges facing Calvin

In an interview with Chimes, President Le Roy made it clear that the changes will not severely 
affect students’ studies.

CALVIN.EDU

Junior Chess Van Wyk dressed as a character from “Up” for the annual “Light in the Night” event

Calvin students’ preparations make a successful “Light in the Night”

PHOTO BY RYAN HAGERMAN

See the editorial on page 11 for 
another perspective about this 
story.
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They’re not looking at anything else but the candy.

Alicia Nkugba, “Eastown Halloween Walk”

BY JOSH DELACY
Staff Writer

Eastown t r ick-or- t reaters 
showed off their costumes in 
the business district on Monday, 
Oct. 29.

Nineteen businesses passed out 
candy to dozens of families from 

the surrounding neighborhood 
during the Eastown Halloween 
Walk, organized by the Eastown 
Community Association (ECA).

“Our goal is to create a posi-
tive space for Eastown residents 
to interact with their local busi-
nesses and meet their neigh-
bors,” said Ryan Waldron, a 
volunteer on the Eastown Special 

BY LAUREN DE HAAN
Staff Writer

Founded shortly after World 
War I, the Fulton Street Farmers 
Market has provided Grand 
Rapids with fresh produce for 
almost a century. Today, the 
Fulton Street Farmers Market 
hosts roughly 11,000 shoppers on 
a typical week and sees more than 
200 different vendors throughout 

the year.
While it’s popularity has ebbed 

and flowed over the years, FSFM 
has remained a constant pres-
ence in Grand Rapids’ East Side 
and has witnessed generations of 
vendors and shoppers interact-
ing face-to-face to buy and sell 
farm produce (fruits, vegetables, 
flowers, fresh meat, poultry, eggs, 
cheese, etc.), flowers and bedding 
plants, baked goods and other 
processed food items and arts & 
crafts.

“The market has endured the 
introduction of the automobile 
travel, World War II, the eco-
nomic upheavals and the intro-
duction of big box stores,” said a 
representative from the Midtown 
Neighborhood Associat ion, 

which was granted operations of 
the market in 2005. “While the 
market has not always thrived, it 
has never faltered.”

According to the Midtown 
Neighborhood Association, the 
Fulton Street Farmers Market 
plays a number of roles in our 
community. “First, we are the 
longest surviving market in the 
Greater Grand Rapids Area hav-
ing been founded in 1922. The 
second role is that we offer the 

Midtown Neighborhood and the 
surrounding communities access 
to fresh locally grown produce. 
Finally, we provide a space (and 
encouragement) for family farm-
ers, organic farmers and local 
beginning entrepreneurs.” The 
market’s popularity has skyrock-
eted in the past decade with the 
rise of the organic movement. 
“Over the past 10 years there has 
been a big change not only here 
in Grand Rapids but around the 
state, a returning to shopping 
local, to buying from a farmer 
and to learning about our foods,” 
said the Midtown Neighborhood 
Association.

As demand for the market 
has increased, the need for new 
technologies and amenities has 

increased with it. “We've sup-
ported this rise and embraced 
the changes (and challenges) it 
brings to the market.”

One of the changes the mar-
ket has made is the addition 
of a new structure this year in 
order to better support the win-
ter market. In order to adapt 
to technological advances, 
the FSFM is participating in 
a pilot program in which an 
iPhone app was created that 

would process several of 
the food assistant pro-
grams. “We are working 
to test the technology and 
how it might impact the 
future of farmers mar-
kets.”

Vendors at the Fulton 
Street Farmers Market 
must meet certain require-
ments in order to sell their 
goods and produce in a 
stall at the market. The 
Midtown Neighborhood 
Association explains that 
“to become a vendor at 
the market we require for 
farmers that they grow 
80% of what they sell at 
the market. They are also 
required to obtain prod-
uct liability insurance to 
cover their product. The 
same rules are followed 
for value added food prod-
ucts (i.e. meats, breads, 
cheese, pies).”

As the year progress-
es,  d i f ferent produce 

and goods are offered at the 
market. “There is still lots of 
produce throughout the fall 
including gourds, pumpkins, 
brussel sprouts, root vegetables 
and winter squash. In the win-
ter market we have several 
meat, cheese, bread and baked 
goods vendors plus lots of root 
vegetables still throughout the 
season.”

The Fulton Street Farmers 
Marke t  i s  open t he f i r s t 
Saturday of May through the 
last Saturday before Christmas 
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays from 
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. January 
through April the market is 
open Saturdays from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. 

BY JUSTIN VANDEN ENDE
On-Call Writer

Douglas Jester of Michigan 
Energy Michigan Jobs and Ken 
Sikkema of Clean Affordable 
Renewable Energy for Michigan 
Coalition participated in a live, 
online debate Friday in an at-
tempt to clear up some confusion 
surrounding Proposal 3, one of 
six facing Michigan voters on 
Nov. 6.

Proposal 3, if passed, will 
amend Michigan’s constitution 
to require electricity providers to 
deliver 25 percent of their power 
from renewable sources (wind, 
solar, biomass and hydropower).

Jester, who supports the propo-
sition, is a principal at 5 Lakes 
Energy LLC; Sikkema, who 
opposes Proposal 3, is a senior 
policy fellow at Public Sector 
Consultants. Both joined users 
of local news source Mlive to 
participate in the debate.

Each proponent presented an 
opening argument with Jester 
highlighting the costs of operat-
ing coal power plants compared 
to renewables, suggesting that the 
initial cost of Proposal 3 will be 
recouped in operating and main-
tenance savings.

“This is the future of electricity 
generation. It doesn't cost more 
than conventional generation 
and has health and economic 
benefits,” said Jester.

Sikkema focused on the design 
of the proposal, implying that it 
was inefficient. “The issue isn't 
about a reliance on renewable 
energy, but doing it in a way that's 
affordable, that's reliable, doesn't 
disrupt local communities and is 
flexible,” said Sikkema.

Sikkema said he wouldn’t 
mind an expansion of renewable 
energy, but he was concerned 
about the proposed constitutional 
amendment, calling it “foolish 
and reckless.” 

He cited the 29 other states 
with renewable energy standards, 
none of which had a constitu-
tional amendment.

Jester said that even though a 
law would accomplish the same 
goal, there was a sense of ur-
gency to start these projects, and 
the amendment would speed 
the process.

There has been some uncer-
tainty surrounding the cost of 
the proposal and what it means 
for Michigan jobs. Jester and 
Sikkema contradicted each other 
regarding the cost of the proposal.

Sikkema said it would cost tax-
payers $15 billion and would raise 
utility rates; however, Jester said 
that wind power is cheaper per 
kilowatt-hour and renovations to 
existing coal plants would equal 
the cost of expanding Michigan’s 
renewable utilities.

The outcome of the proposal 
for Michigan jobs was equally am-
biguous. Jester said that building 
and operating renewables would 
produce substantial employment 
in Michigan. Jester claimed that 
Proposal 3 would bring 94,000 
job years to Michigan residents 
(job years are not the total num-
ber of jobs, but rather the num-
ber of years of employment for 
Michigan residents).

Sikkema challenged that posi-
tion, saying that Proposal 3 will 
raise electricity rates “dramati-
cally” and that the higher cost 
of electricity will result in job 
losses. Proposal 3 does contain 
a clause preventing substantial 
rate increases. 

Companies cannot increase 
rates by more than 1 percent per 
year in any attempt to meet the 
25 percent standard. If companies 
cannot meet the standard without 
further increases, the deadline’s 
f lexibility allows it be moved 
beyond 2025.

Calvin students had their own 
opinions about the bill. Some, 
like Sikkema, were concerned 
with the amendment. “I’d support 
a law, but not a constitutional 
amendment,” said junior Mark 
Greidanus.

Senior Mike Fennema support-
ed Proposal 3, saying it is in the 
best interest of Michigan’s long-
term economic growth. “A large 
portion of the coal that is used for 
Michigan electricity is actually 
not from the state of Michigan; 
therefore, we’re sending money 
out of the state,” he said. “It’s cru-
cial to keep capital within the state 
if you’re going to grow Michigan’s 
economy, and Proposal 3 would 
encourage that.”

Check out Mlive.com to replay 
the debate and make an informed 
decision for Michigan’s future.

Events Committee. “Our 
hope is that this will in-
crease neighborliness and 
a sense of community and 
belonging and encour-
age engagement with the 
business district.”

ECA has hosted previ-
ous Halloween walks, but 
the event has grown since 
its initial years. “Now we 
have a lot of kids,” said 
Olga Benoit, of Caribbean 
restaurant Chez Olga. She 
has participated in the 
walk since she opened her 
restaurant in 2010.

“It’s fun,” Benoit said. 
“You just do the best you 
can to help the kids get 
candy. It’s a day for them, 
to just be happy with them 
for the day, you know? It’s 
the kids’ day.”

Most businesses re-
ceived around 50 trick-or-
treaters during the two-
hour walk. Participants in-
cluded Eastown Antiques, 
H a r m o n y  B r e w i n g 
Company, Radix Tavern, 
Wolfgang’s and many oth-
ers. “It’s a little bit different 
every year, who’s open and who’s 
not,” said Alicia Nkugba, as she 
and her children walked down 

Wealthy Street.
Some businesses that normally 

prohibit minors made an excep-

tion for Monday’s event. 
Nkugba had no con-
cerns with her children 
trick-or-treating at bars.

“[The kids] are not 
in there for very long, 
you know,” she said. 
“They’re in there, and 
they’re focused on can-
dy. They’re not look-
ing at anything else but 
the candy.”

Trick-or-treaters 
ranged f rom k ids in 
strollers to young teen-
agers. Costumes includ-
ed an angry bird, an old 
man with a cane, a card-
board bulldozer and a 
host of other characters. 
One family followed a 
Star Wars theme, and 
another child wrapped 
himself completely in 
fake spider webs.

“The response we got 
from participating busi-
nesses has been very 
positive,” said Waldron. 
“They sound excited to 
get involved. I would 
guess that they see the 
event as a good market-

ing opportunity, but also as a way 
to give back to the community 
that supports them.”

The Fulton Street Farmer’s Market is open Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 1147 E Fulton St.

Pictured from left to right are Ryan Waldron, Pamela Goderski 
and Lindsey Ruffi n, all members of the Eastown Community 
Association, which organized the Eastown Halloween Walk.

19 businesses passed out candy to dozens of 
families from the surrounding neighborhood.

Eastown Halloween Walk livens community and businesses

FILE PHOTO

FILE PHOTO

FILE PHOTO

Proposal 3 creates debateFarmer’s market offers local produce
Fulton Street Farmer’s Market hosts 11,000 people a week
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“We are facing a major crisis.” 

Prime Minister Laurent Lamothe, “Hurricane Sandy”

BY LAUREN DE HAAN
Staff Writer

As Hurricane Sandy swept across 
the East Coast this week, Haiti was 
just beginning to tally up 
the extensive damage that 
the storm wreaked through-
out the country over the 
course of four days. Over 20 
inches of rain fell in Haiti’s 
southern region, causing 
widespread devastation of 
crops, destruction of in-
frastructure, and at least  
52 deaths.

“We are facing a ma-
jor crisis,” Prime Minister 
Laurent Lamothe sa id 
t h i s  weekend a f te r  he 
f lew ove r  t he  r eg ion s 
t h a t  h a d  b e e n  h i t  b y  
the storm.

Haiti, the poorest coun-
try in the western hemi-
sphere, has already had 
its fair share of natural di-
sasters. The country was 
devastated by an earth-
quake in 2010 which killed 
some 200,000 people and 
left another 400,000 home-
less.  Hur r icane Sandy 
also comes on the heels of  
Tropica l  Stor m Isaac in 
August.

“You get so set back by each storm, 
it gets hard to keep the forward mo-
mentum,” said Deborah Jenson, 
the director of the Center for Latin 
American and Caribbean Studies at  
Duke University.

One of the major problems in 
Haiti with regard to natural disasters 
is the dramatic amount of defores-
tation that has occurred in Haiti, 

leaving the landscape bare and 
unable to guard against extreme 
winds and flash floods. The need 
for the restoration of forests and 
preventative infrastructure `is  
great.

“Big decisions will be tak-
en,” promised Prime Minister 
Lamothe, “because the state 
cannot continually be on the 
defensive every time it rains or 
there is a flood. We have to invest 
in prevention.”

France Hurtubise, a spokes-
woman for the International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies in Port-au-

Prince, said on Monday: “There 
are still a lot of people in tents, 
every time there is a disaster, they 
are hurt the worst.”

Ms. Hur t ubise cont inued 
by adding, “the same fami-

lies who had their homes de-
stroyed two months ago [are]  
back underwater.”

Haiti has also been battling a 
cholera epidemic that has spread 
to almost 600,000 people and 
killed 7,400 since 2010. Port-au-
Prince’s earthquake survivor 
camps have reported 86 new 
cases and many more cases are 
expected to emerge from the com-

munities that have been cut off  
by flooding.

The most immediate problem, 
however, is the extensive loss of 
crops which is likely to cause 
famine in the coming weeks.

“Most of the 
agricultural crops 
t h a t  we r e  l e f t 
from Hurricane 
I saac were de -
s t royed dur ing 
S a n d y ,”  s a i d 
Prime Minister 
L a m o t h e ,  “s o 
food security will 
be an issue.”

“ We ’ l l  h ave 
f a m i ne  i n  t h e 
coming days, it’s 
an agricultural di-
saster,” Kechner 
Toussaint, 
t h e  m a y o r  o f 
Abricots, a city 
on Haiti’s south-
western tip, told 
Reuters. Pierre-
Eve n s  A le x i s , 
m a y o r  o f  t h e 
town of Meniche 
in Haiti’s South 
Department, 

added, “There’s 
no wate r,  no 
f o o d ,  a n d 

p e o p l e  h a v e  l o s t 
 their homes.”

Haitian authorities have long 
feared the widespread loss of crops 
for both commercial and subsis-
tence farmers. This loss is twofold: 
First, it means that the people of 
Haiti will not have enough food 
to survive the coming months, 
and second, that they will not 
be able to export crops this year, 

which will further weaken  
Haiti’s economy.

Henry Desjardins, a farmer 
in Tiburon on Haiti’s lower 
southwest tip, says the main 
staples of the local diet have 
been drenched or wiped out.

“We were very badly hit,” 
says Desjardins. “80 percent 
of our crops were destroyed, 
especially our corn, beans  
and bananas.”

Haiti has been relying on 
international food aid since 
the earthquake in 2010, but the 
supply is quickly diminishing.

“These stocks are running 
dangerously low,” said George 
Ngwa, spokesman for OCHA, 
a humanitarian coordinating 
body in Haiti. “After Tropical 
Storm Isaac in August, these 
stocks have not been replen-
ished. What we’re doing is 
scraping the bottom.”

The country is working on 
an appeal for more aid from 
the international community. 

Prime Minister Lamothe 
iterates, “we have a lot of 
work ahead of us in terms 
of the aid that we will need 
to deliver in the days, weeks  
and months to come.”

“Families who had their homes destroyed two months ago [are] back underwater.”
FILE PHOTO

Hurricane Sandy creates major flooding and food shortage in Haiti 
Haiti’s infrastructure is in tatters once again as second hurricane this year devastates the country

The most immediate 
problem, however, is 
the extensive loss of 
crops which is likely 

to cause famine in the 
coming weeks.

BY JOVIANUS HARTOPO
Staff Writer

As elections within Ukraine 
come to a close, several interna-
tional observers, including the 
Organization of Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), 
have delivered a staggering degree 
of criticism towards its outcome 
which saw the ruling Party of 
Regions, led by President Viktor 
F. Yanukovich, leading the polls 
with 32 percent after 80 percent of 
the ballots were counted.

“Considering the abuse of pow-
er, and the excessive role of money 
in this election, democratic prog-
ress appears to have reversed 
in Ukraine,” said Walburga 
Habsburg Douglas, who heads 
the OSCE observation mission.

An official statement by the 
OSCE alleges that “the elections 
were characterized by the lack 
of a level playing field caused 
primarily by the abuse of admin-
istrative resources, lack of trans-
parency of campaign and party 
financing and lack of balanced  
media coverage.”

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton has also aligned herself 
with OSCE criticism stating that 
“we share the view of OSCE 
monitors that Sunday election 
constituted a step backward for 
Ukrainian democracy.”

Ukraine, which was once con-
sidered for integration into Europe 
following the success of the 2004 
Orange Revolution, has been 
closely monitored by international 
observers. Representative David 
Dreier, R-Calif., who heads the 
observers from the International 

Republican Institute was cited by 
the New York Times as he stated 
“if you look at the excitement of 
the Orange Revolution and what 
it brought about and where we 
are today, it’s very unfortunate”. 

Moreover The Washington Post 
quotes Dreier who has expressed 
that there was a “cause for con-
cern about the credibility of the 
election.”

Such criticism contrasts the 
conclusion drawn by interna-
tional observers during the 2010 
elections which according to the 

BBC was “judged to have been 
transparent, unbiased and an 
impressive display of democracy.”

T h e  p r i o r  e l e c t i o n  s aw 
President Yanukovich defeat 
currently jailed opposition leader 

and ex-prime minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko who, in response to 
the results, has staged a hunger 
strike. 

Mrs. Tymoshenko was given a 
seven-year sentence last year for 
abuse of power which has drawn a 
considerable condemnation from 
western governments.

Paul Rizanenko, a former in-
vestment banker and city coun-
cilman who ran for parliament, 
expressed his disdain to the New 
York Times for the present admin-
istration stating that “They don’t 

live by laws 
[…] they live 
by their own 
rules”.

According 
t o  t h e 
Huffington 
Post, Kiev-
b a s e d  p o -
litical expert 
Volodymyr 
Fesenko 
pointed out 
t h a t  “ t h e 
P a r t y  o f 
Regions 
won by the 
nu mbe r  of 
points, but 
the opposi-
tion scored a 
moral victo-
ry” hence the 
monopoly on 
power wi l l 
be harder to 
maintain.”

P r io r  t o 
t h e  c o n -
troversial 
outcome, 
Ukraine has 

already attempted to increase the 
legitimacy of its election with the 
New York Times reporting that 
the government “went to great 
lengths to portray the balloting 
as free and fair, even installing 
Web cameras in more than 30,000  
polling stations.”

Aside from the OSCE, the BBC 

reports contrasting conclusions 
by the European Academy for 
Elections Observation who 
viewed the elections as “in 
compliance with democratic 
norms” and hence was “a 
good election, not perfect but  
clearly acceptable”. 

In addition, ex-Soviet coun-
tries in the Commonwealth of 
Independent States (CIS) ob-
served the elections as “trans-
parent and democratic.”

In response to the OSCE, 
Reute r s  repor t s  t hat  t he 
Yanukovych administration 
has shrugged off OSCE criti-
cism stating, “The observers 
gave a positive assessment to 
the process of voting”. 

S u b s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e 
Huffington post mentions that 
Yanukovych adviser Hanna 
Herman made it clear that 
the results ref lected the will 
of the power asserting that 
“we received a great credit of 
trust from the voters who said 
that we are moving down the  
right path.”

A long t he same l i nes, 
Representative Dreier stat-
ed, “When you have politi-
cal opponents incarcerated, 
when you have the minor-
ity television stations basi-
cally kept off the air, these are  
not positive developments.”

In the words of Andreas 
Gross, the head of the parlia-
mentary assembly of the coun-
cil of Europe, “Ukrainians 
deserved better from these 
elections. Unfortunately, the 
great democratic potential of 
Ukrainian society was not 
realized in yesterday’s vote.”

The jailed Mrs. Tymoshenko is staging a hunger strike against President Yanukovich.
WIKIMEDIA

Observers not eye to eye on Ukrainian presidential election results
Opposition leaders cry foul as incumbent President Yanukovich beats opponents and takes office
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What do you do as a representative on a governance 
committee?

Because our governance committees are also made up 
of faculty and staff, I try to bring in a student perspective 
to the issues on which we are discussing. By having faculty, 
staff, as well as students on committees, we try to make 
decisions that will best represent our community.

 
What does your committee do and why should the 

student body care?
The Student Life Committee does a lot of work with 

student organizations and their charters. We also discuss 
issues that will affect the student body. We will make recom-
mendations about the issue, and our recommendation will 
be presented at faculty senate. The student body should 
care, because if they have an opinion about a certain issue, 
they need to know where to express their opinion, and that 
they have a voice in things that matter.

 
How could the governance structure become more 

effective?
The governance structure could be more effective if the 

committees were more interconnected with one another. 
The committees cover a wide range of topics and issues, 
and I think there would be less overlap if they knew what 
was going on in the other committees.

 
How could student representation on governance 

structure become more effective?
I think that students shouldn’t be afraid to say what they 

or other students are thinking. Your opinion really does 
matter and is valued. The college is here because of its 
students, and they want to know what opinions and ideas 
are out there.

 
What is your reason for serving as a representative?
I think that it’s important for students to get involved in 

decisions that are made at Calvin. Also, not to be repetitive, 
but the student opinion needs to be voiced. It also helps 
make you a well-rounded student when you know what is 
going on at your school, what things are good, and what 
things need to be changed.

 
What would you like to say in closing about your ex-

perience as a representative?
Everyone should try to get involved in some form or an-

other. It has really opened my eyes and made me a lot more 
intentional about how I live in the Calvin College community.

 

What do you do as a representative on a governance 
committee?

The most obvious part of being a part of a committee is 
to attend meetings and prepare for those meetings by read-
ing over the materials. However, it also includes gathering 
information from the Calvin community regarding what they 
think about important issues at Calvin, as well as spreading 
information about why certain decisions were made.

 
What does your committee do and why should the 

student body care?
The Planning and Priorities committee is the strategic 

planning apparatus of Calvin College. That means that PPC 
sets the vision for what fulfilling our mission looks like and 
also makes decisions about how to make that vision hap-
pen. This especially means making hard decisions about 
programs at Calvin when the budget is strained. In short, 
students should care about PPC because it shapes what 
Calvin is and where it is going.

 
How could the governance structure become more 

effective?
I think that moving toward structure where more voices 

are heard throughout the decision process would be helpful, 
though I don’t know exactly what that looks like.

 
How could student representation on governance 

structure become more effective?
I think that student representation has made a big step 

this year by opening more committee positions to the entire 
student body (vs. only student senate). For instance, I am the 
first at-large student representative on PPC; in the past the 
only student on PPC has been the student senate president. 
I think that continuing to expand the number of positions 
for students on governance committees will be valuable.

 
What is your reason for serving as a representative?
I want to be a part of shaping the vision of what Calvin 

should be, especially in the formative beginning of President 
Le Roy’s leadership. I also think that it is a great opportunity 
to be involved in and aware of what’s going on at Calvin.

 
What would you like to say in closing about your ex-

perience as a representative?
I’ve only been to a couple of meetings, but it’s been fun 

and exciting so far. I’m excited to see what the rest of this 
year brings.

What do you do as a representative on a governance 
committee?

My role is to sit in on meetings where policy is discussed 
and to give a student point of view. I ask questions, give 
opinions, and vote. [...] I attend only policy meetings, not 
meetings concerning specific students. [...] My presence 
means the faculty, staff, and alumni on the committee as-
sociate their decisions with a feeling, breathing student.

 
What does your committee do and why should the 

student body care?
We help students financially afford Calvin College.  This 

is done through policy and through specific decisions made 
in sub-committees.  One sub-committee oversees scholar-
ship awards for incoming students and the other reviews 
the appeals of returning students.

How could the governance structure become more 
effective?

The Scholarship and Financial Aid Committee is exactly 
what it sounds like. We help students financially afford 
Calvin College. This is done through policy and through spe-
cific decisions made in sub-committees. One sub-committee 
oversees scholarship awards for incoming students and the 
other reviews the appeals of returning students.

 
How could student representation on governance 

structure become more effective?
It would help if students were more aware that they are 

being represented in these committees. Everyday, on the 
path to class, in the dining halls, at work, and while doing 
homework, we students talk about what we’re experiencing 
here at Calvin. The representatives need to hear about ideas 
for change or even just where the problems are. 

 
What is your reason for serving as a representative?
[...]  I want the instances of inefficiency, of confusion, of 

miscommunication and of wrongful acts to be corrected. 
I want the moments of grace and truth to be celebrated 
and repeated. Being a student representative is my way of 
contributing to all this.

What would you like to say in closing about your ex-
perience as a representative?

I can’t wait to serve again next year! If you aren’t happy 
with what you’re experiencing or if you really want the col-
lege do something again that you appreciated YOU need 
to apply to represent your student body in as a committee 
representative.

Jaclyn Sikkema  Katie Aguiar Ryan Martinie

Student Governance Committees 

Grade: Junior, 14

Major: Engineering

Committee:
Scholarships and
Financial Aid

Time commitment:
one and a half hours  
per week

Grade: Senior, 13

Major: Special 
Education

Committee: Student 
Life Committee and 
Student Discipline 
Committee

Time commiment: 
two hours every
other week

Grade: Senior, 13

Major: 
Biochemistry

Committee: 
Planning 
and Priorities

Time commit
ment: two hours 
a week

Undoubtedly, the process in which 
Calvin College is led is complicated. 

If I wanted to oversimplify it, I could say that President Le 
Roy or the Board of Trustees run the college. If I wanted 
to be cynical, I could leave it at that. We could chalk up 
the failings of Calvin to faceless figures (not including Le 
Roy) who operate of opinions that are not our own. This, 
however, would not be true. No, we have governance 
committees. Glorious governance committees.

Most major decisions at Calvin are made by gover-
nance committees. As examples, the decision to switch 
from KnightVision to Moodle had to pass through the 
Information Services Committee, and the supervision of 

Prelude and DCM is done by the Core curriculum com-
mittee. On most of these committees, a seat is reserved 
for a student representative. The voice students have 
on these committees means that students are part of 
the power structure of Calvin and decisions that affect 
students cannot be made without student input. Despite 
the impact student representatives have in campus 
decision-making, few students know about the oppor-
tunities available.

It does not have to be this way. As a way to make 
students more aware, here are interviews from the 
student representatives from a number of Calvin’s 
 governance committees.

BY MAXWELL HOWARD
Features Editor

Opportunities for student leadership and representaion

CALVIN.EDU CALVIN.EDU
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7“ ”
Cello-led interludes clash with clattering percussion and resolve in 
more sections bursting with noise. 

Jon Hielkema, “Anticipated album a success”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“Brian [Alford] is always talk-
ing to the audience, which is 
something you don’t see very 
often. The audience is participat-
ing, it’s a role in itself.”

The show has many other 
distinctive characteristics that 
have been surprising for cast and 
crew members. Costumes are a 
particularly challenging aspect.

“This is a pe-
r iod  show,  so 
even the gi rls’ 
underwear has 
to be a costume 
in itself,” says Kit 
Graham, assis-
tant stage man-
ager and costume 
shop worker. 

“A l l  o f  t h e 
costumes were 
worked on. A few 
were old ones we 
reconstructed, 
but  a l l  of  t he 
principle girls’ 
d r e s s e s  w e r e 
completely con-
structed.”

Graham and 
Bulthius also not-
ed that the period 
undergarments, 
like corsets and 
hoop skirts, had to be utilized 
during rehearsals so that actors 
could get used to their move-
ments. Additionally, “the women 
playing men have had to bind 
their chests and get used to sing-
ing and dancing like that,” says 
Graham.

Another learning process for 
the company has been the chal-
lenge of researching the Victorian 
era, as well as the specific char-
acters.

“We had Professor Ward in to 
talk about Dickens and his time 
period,” explains Ferntheil, refer-
ring to Calvin’s English professor 
and resident Dickens expert, 
Dean Ward.

“I play two characters,” notes 
Alex Cook when discussing the 
character research he did for 
the show. Cook play Durdles, 
a bumbling crypt keeper, and 

BY CATHERINE KRAMER
Staff Writer

As students and colleagues in 
the English department will con-
firm, Professor William Vande 
Kopple is not one to keep his 
thoughts to himself.

“Professor Vande Kopple defi-
nitely has a distinctive voice,” 
said senior Andrew Acevedo. 
“He doesn’t try to hide who he is 
from anybody, and he always has 
a lot to say.”

That is why Vande Kopple’s 
new book “The Lure: Still More 
Stories of Families, Fishing, 
and Faith,” seems to serve as an 
appropriate outlet for all of his 
musings on life.

“Writing is something I enjoy 
doing. It helps me discover things 
I didn’t know I knew until I actu-
ally start putting down my ideas,” 
said Vande Kopple, who serves as 
co-chair of the English depart-
ment. “I’m intrigued with the 
natural world — lakes, streams, 
sunsets — and I love exploring old 
family memories. I also wrestle a 

lot with religious issues as well, so 
a lot of that figures into the book.”

“The Lure,” published Aug. 
17, is Vande Kopple’s third book 
on these topics. 
H i s  f i r s t  t wo 
b o o k s ,  “ T h e 
Catch: Families, 
F i s h i n g ,  a n d 
Faith” and “The 
Release: More 
Tales of Families, 
F i s h i n g ,  a n d 
Faith,” were pub-
l ished in 2004 
a nd 20 09,  re -
spectively. Wm. 
B .  E e r d m a n s 
Publishing 
Company pub-
lished all three 
books. 

“The Lure” is 
available at the 
campus s tore, 
Schuler Books, 
Eerdman’s book-
store and through various online 
retailers, including Amazon and 
Barnes and Noble’s website.

Like “The Catch” and “The 

Release,” many of the stories in 
“The Lure” focus on f ishing. 
While Vande Kopple himself is 
an avid angler, he believes those 

who do not fish will still be able 
to appreciate the stories and, 
hopefully, discover the benefits 
of spending quiet time in nature.

his Victorian actor persona is 
Nick Cricker, a less-than-reliable 
cast member of the Music Hall 
Royale. 

“They’re equally fun to me, 
and both represent positive and 
negative aspects of me. And, I 
love it when I get to play a char-
acter who drinks copiously.”

“So, you’re an a** and a drunk-
ard?” interjects a crew member 
sitting nearby.

“Well, yes, if you want to put it 
succinctly,” grins Cook.

Compnay members have also 
been impressed with the quick 
community they’ve formed, and 
the quality performances by 
young members (six of the sixteen 
actors are first year students).

“Lots of shows have a mix of 
upper and lower classmen, but 
I’ve never seen a show with this 
much cohesion,” says Cook, a 
senior. Blodgett, a freshman, 
agrees.

“I came right in as a freshman 
and fit in quickly with the rest 
of the cast. That was a relief,” 
she says.

All told, company members 
young and old are impressed by 
the level of talent displayed in this 
year’s (the company’s 40th) sea-
son opener, particularly relating 
to the musical aspects of the show.

“I’m not sure if young people 
know about fishing anymore,” 
said Vande Kopple. “A lot of the 
students I talk to haven’t been 

f ishing since they 
were little. But you 
can read these sto-
ries without know-
ing about fishing, be-
cause in the end, it’s 
not about fishing. It’s 
really about family 
and religious dynam-
ics, and about intro-
ducing the beauty of 
the natural world.”

Fe a t u r i n g  s e c -
tions on fatherhood, 
longing and provi-
dence, “The Lure” 
is multifaceted in its 
storytelling. Vande 
Kopple said his pri-
mary interest is to 
wr ite about what 
fascinates him, even 
when that means ask-

ing tough questions that do not 
have easy answers.

“When it comes to things like 
the problem of pain, I don’t have 

the answers, and I don’t know if 
anyone does,” said Vande Kopple. 
“But it’s definitely something that 
I wrestle with in my writing. It’s 
important to talk about the hard 
religious issues.” 

On the whole, Vande Kopple’s 
books have been known to con-
nect with a wide range of audi-
ences, including Calvin students.

“He presents s tor ies in a 
way that feels authentic,” said 
Acevedo. “There is a lot of truth 
and good ideas, but it’s not heavy-
handed. He lets the reader decide 
what they want to get from his 
story, instead telling them how it 
is. A lot of it was very applicable 
to my own life.” 

Many patrons at the Calvin 
College campus store also find 
Vande Kopple’s writing worth-
while, valuing his thoughts and 
stories about life.

“‘The Lure’ continues the 
proud tradition of Vande Kopple 
f ishing narratives,” said the 
campus store’s general books 
coordinator Justin Lawrence. 
“They are loved by people at 
Calvin and beyond.”

PHOTO  BY COLLEEN KEEHL 

“Singing and dancing adds 
separate types of rehearsals,” says 
Bulthuis. “Some are just chore-
ography or an hour of singing. 
You have to be more versatile as 
a performer.”

“You have to perform and act, 
but you also have to do move-
ments and hit the notes,” agrees 
Diener. 

“It’s a whole new level, some-
thing not everyone can do. Having 

16 who can is 
just fantastic.”

Professor 
Debra 
Freeberg, the 
show’s direc-
tor, has also 
no t i c e d  t he 
gifts and abili-
ties of her cast 
and crew.

“T h is  has 
b e e n  a  j oy. 
Every show is 
different. This 
one is differ-
ent because it 
seems to have 
been an easier 
process.  We 
d id n’ t  h ave 
t o  ye l l  a n d 
scream,” she 
laughs.

Charsie 
Sawyer, professor of music and 
music director for the show, 
chimes in: “It’s only going to get 
better. They haven’t even hit their 
peak yet.”

Sawyer describes the show’s 
music as “very lyrical.” 

Audiences will be exposed 
to award-winning tunes which 
“they’ll go home humming,” she 
says.

The company is eager to see 
which endings the audience 
chooses.

 While the up-in-the-air ending 
requires actors to be ready for 
anything, most find it a happy 
mix of stressful and exciting.

“Our fate is in the audience’s 
hands!” says Blodgett.

“T he Mys te r y  of  Edw i n 
Drood” runs at 7:30 p.m Nov. 
1-3 and 8-10. Advance tickets are 
$8 students, $15 public.

BY JON HIELKEMA 
Staff Writer

Montreal’s sprawling com-
munity of experimental rock 
bands can sometimes resem-
ble a commune more than a 
group of musicians. Famous 
for composing rock music on 
a grand scale with orchestral 
flourishes, crushing dynamics 
changes, and extended song 
structures, these bands have 
made a sizable impact on the 
music world at large. 

Fly Pan Am, Set Fire to 
Flames, Thee Silver Mt. Zion 
Memorial Orchest ra, and 
Godspeed You! Black Emperor 
share members, some stylistic 
sensibilities, and a home base. 
Yet it is to the last of those 
bands that we turn, arguably 
the premier group on that list. 
Their latest release, “Allelujah! 
Don’t Bend! Ascend!,” has ar-
rived, their first in ten years, 
and it fulfills all of the expec-
tations that such a long fallow 
period might engender.

“Allelujah!” begins with 
confused radio chatter, remi-
niscent of many of their previ-
ous compositions. The first 
track is called “Mladic,” a 
reference to Serbian alleged 
war criminal Ratko Mladic. 
Once the chatter subsides, 
long guitar drones swarm in, 
accompanied by subtle string 
playing and occasional instru-
mental chatter. 

GY!BE spends more than 
four minutes of the t rack 
maintaining this tense sta-
sis, with sounds morphing 
almost imperceptibly until 
a rhythm emerges from the 
murk. Heavily indebted to 
both ambient drone music and 
minimalist compositions, the 
band’s mastery of slow sonic 
evolution nearly matches its 
knack for drawing those long 
periods of tension toward im-
mense crescendos.

U n u s u a l l y,  h o w e v e r , 
“Mladic” is at its best in a 
section that evokes Eastern 
European traditional dance 
music, connecting to the title 
of the song and creating a 
vibe usually alien to this kind 
of music. 

The track as a whole is far 
from a joyous romp — it’s 
far too fixated on doom and 
dissonance for that — but it 
shows off a band that is strain-
ing at the edges of what is 
“normal” even in such experi-

mental music.
“Mladic” runs for precisely 

twenty minutes, and is joined 
by another epic, “We Drift Like 
Worried Fire,” whose unfolding 
is even more portentous and 
desolate. 

There is the same aching build 
followed by a similarly thunder-
ous burst of activity. 

It feels not at all repetitive, 
however. As the title implies, 
there is much rhythmic drift-
ing and wandering. Cello-led 
interludes clash with clattering 
percussion and resolve in more 
sections bursting with noise. At 
one point, the cacophony gives 
way to a quiet guitar and strings 
that build, inexorably, toward a 
final climax. These long-form 
pieces are the highlight here, but 
they are not the only output on 
the album.

The second and fourth tracks 
on the album are smaller, six-
minute pieces. Generally less 
energetic or malleable than the 
longer epics, they serve as im-
portant breaks between cycles of 
quiet and crescendo. 

Throughout the whole album 
there is the sense of something 
momentous happening, and 
the second composition, “Their 
Helicopters  Sing,” acts as both 
a recovery time for those still 
shell-shocked by the first track 
and a premonition of dread. 
By far the darkest of the four 
tracks, it feels almost without a 
beginning or end, just a gradually 
building, increasingly piercing 
sound where distinctions be-
tween instruments are difficult 
to discern. Its companion piece 
and the concluding track, “Strung 
Like Lights At Thee Printemps 
Erable,” is similar in style, and 
listening to either of these tracks 
is more an act of immersion than 
enjoyment. Remarkably, despite 
the overwhelmingly black pros-
pects and desperation suggested 
by the whole record, “Allelujah!” 
concludes with a relatively hope-
ful (single) note. 

Without lyrics, the music can 
only be so overtly political, but 
the abstractions here, even with-
out titles, clearly point outward 
into the real world. 

A troubled, distorted world 
whose very foundations seem 
shaken by turmoil. 

Though many of its basic ele-
ments are unchanged from ten 
years ago, Godspeed You! Black 
Emperor’s music retains both its 
primal force and its composition-
al sophistication. This reunion 
was fully justified.

THEATRE: gives audience a choice ending 

William Vande Kopple asks tough question in recent book ‘The Lure’

Anticipated album a success

PHOTO  BY ABBY ZWART  

You know you want to write for A&E,
Email cmk26@calvin.studetns.edu

Do it. Prove that you can.  

Professor Vande Kopple enjoys fi shing in his free time. 

Brian Alford plays The Chairman, who narrates the show.  
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While praising the meticulous design of the product, 
most writers have noted several fl aws in the software. 

Jonathan Hielkema, “Microsoft Surface”

more technologically literate 
crowd have joined with more 
mainstream sites in noting some 
signif icant problems. For the 
latter, New York Times writer 

Surface hardware. Peter Bright of 
Ars Technica, in a mixed overall 
review, praised the build quality 
as “robust” and appreciates that 
it is “comfortable to hold, feeling 
well-balanced.” CNET reviewer 
Eric Franklin noted satisfying 
details about its construction, 
including the satisfying tactile 
nature of the buttons and the 
magnetic attachment used 
to connect accessories to the 
device.

In that same review, how-
ever, he also voiced a com-
plaint shared by Joshua 
Topolsky of The Verge: 
“while I appreciate the 
[16:9] screen, it feels a bit 
too long and awkward 
when held and works 
much better with the 
kickstand engaged.” 
Many noted that the 
comprom ises  be -
tween the laptop 
and tablet formats 
reduced the usabil-
ity of the device in 
both areas. 

Similarly 
the, optional Touch Cover 
and Type Cover, which act as key-
boards as well as simple screen 
covers, were generally received 
well but with the caveat that they 

BY JONATHAN HIELKEMA
Staff Writer

Microsoft is a software com-
pany that minted its consider-
able fortune producing products 
that ran on others’ hardware. Its 
Windows operating system is 
still ubiquitous on computers the 
world over, producing reliably 
high profits for the Redmond, 
Wash. firm. However, it has per-
ceived a threat to its entrenched 
market status: mobile devices, 
specifically tablets and smart-
phones, markets where Microsoft 
has a negligible presence.

To rectify this, the company 
has taken the unprecedented 
step of creating its own personal 
computer, though the product 
that resulted from these efforts, 
the Surface, is positioned as 
a hybrid between tablet and 
notebook computer. Equipped 
with a kickstand, a widescreen 
display and a compliment of 
productivity applications, the 
Surface has been released to a 
mixed reception among technol-
ogy reviewers. While praising 
the meticulous design 
of the prod-
uct, 
most 
writers have not-
ed several flaws in the software 
and have advised that consum-
ers wait for the app selection 
and software to improve before 
purchasing.

Reviewers accented the posi-
tive when evaluating the new 

function less well than traditional 
laptop keyboards. Significantly, 
Eric Franklin notes that the thin 
edge of the kickstand is uncom-
fortable to place on a lap, which 

pre-
c l u d e s  u s i n g  t h e 
Surface as a “lap-top” computer.

Websites oriented toward a 

“Microsof t es t imates there 
will only be about 10,000 such 
third-party apps available glob-
ally, of which about 5,000 will 
be available in the U.S. That’s a 

tiny number of 
apps compared 
with the 700,000 
touch-operated 
apps that run on 
the iPad.”

A not her con-
ce r n  r e l a t ed  to 
a p p l i c a t i o n s  i s 
t hat  t he Sur face 
i s  a  W i n d o w s 
device intended as 
a  laptop re place -
ment but this version 
does not support the 
mi l l ions of legacy 
appl icat ions avai l-
able for that plat-
form. Though the 
included Microsoft 
Office applications 
are run in an envi-
ronment that looks 
similar to the tra-
ditional Windows 
interface (another 
po i nt  some r e -
viewers took issue 

with) nearly all ap-
plications with which 

Windows users will be famil-
iar are absent.

Reviewers, in conclusion, 
are optimistic about the hardware 
and the potential of the software, 
but caution consumers against 
a n  e a r l y  p u r c h a s e  u n t i l 
Microsoft improves the product 
and ecosystem.

JOE
Real BioLife  
donor since 
March 2010.

ANYONE CAN BE A 
LIFESAVER AT BIOLIFE.
It doesn’t matter who you are or what you do, your plasma 
donation has the potential to save countless lives.  
Learn more at BIOLIFEPLASMA.COM

3886 Broadmoor Ave SE • Grand Rapids, MI 49512 • 616.285.7900
540 Center Dr • Walker, MI 49544 • 616.647.4672
3886 Broadmoor Ave SE • Grand Rapids, MI 49512 • 616.285.7900

VISIT BIOLIFEPLASMA.COM TO  

SCHEDULE YOUR DONATION

$230 RECEIVE UP TO

PER MONTH!

BioLife values all donors and does not discriminate based on race, gender, age, national origin, 
religion, disability, veteran status, or any characteristic protected by Federal, state or local law.  
All BioLife donor eligibility criteria must be met to protect the donor’s health and product safety.

NEW DONORS OR DONORS WHO HAVEN’T DONATED IN SIX MONTHS OR MORE, PRESENT THIS COUPON AND RECEIVE $75 IN JUST TWO DONATIONS. 
Must present this coupon prior to the initial donation to receive a total of $25 on your first and a total of $50 on your second successful donation. Initial donation must be completed by 12.8.12 and second donation within 30 days. Coupon redeemable only upon completing successful donations.  May not be combined with any other offer. Only at participating locations. 

$75

Microsoft Surface tablet garners praise, criticism in reviews
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David 
Pogue crit i-

cizes the lack of 
usable appl icat ions 

currently available from 
the Windows application store: 
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Any Christian athlete should say, ‘God has given me this ability and 
I just want to first and foremost say thanks to him for this ability.’

Brian Diemer, “Former olympic medalist brings faith”

BY JEFF MEITLER
Staff Writer

The weather was perfect at 
the Wiff letree Hill golf course 
for  t he  M I A A Con fe rence 
Championships. Senior Dan Kerr 
and junior Nicole Michmerhuizen 
took the men’s and women’s indi-
vidual championships, leading 
both teams to titles.

The men’s team won the 
MIAA for the 26th consecutive 
year, and in dominating fashion. 
55 points separated the team 
from Hope, the runner-up. Kerr 
finished the 8-kilometer course 
in 24:37, followed by another 
breakout performance by senior 
David Vande Bunte in 24:49 and 
senior Job Christiansen right 
behind him. Senior Greg Whittle 
finished in 24:58. These seniors 
took the top four spots, finishing 
off their MIAA cross country 
careers in a commanding fashion.

Sophomores Josh Ferguson 
and Steven Haagsma were 10th 
and 11th overal l, and senior 
Rhett Morici took 12th in 25:24. 
Junior Philip Spitzer, senior 
Kevin Peterson and sophomore 
Jacob Kuyvenhoven f inished 
15th through 17th, sophomore 

Stephen Tubergen and senior 
Alex VanHaitsma were 26th 
and 27th, and sophomore Nick 
Mckee, freshman Jeff Meitler and 
senior Gabe Gunnink were 30th 
through 32nd.

Seniors Eric Doornbos, Luke 
DeJong and Alex VanHaitsma 
each ran their last cross country 
races of their four-year careers. 
“It’s been an incredible journey,” 
said DeJong. “Today was a great 
way to finish off the racing por-
tion of my season. I look forward 
to supporting the rest of my team-
mates who are running at region-
als and nationals.”

The women’s team took the 
title back from Hope, the reign-
ing champions. 11 points were 
the difference, but it was enough.

Up front, Michmerhuizen was 
challenged by Hope’s top runner, 
Sherri McCormick. With two 
kilometers left in the 6-kilometer 
race, Michmerhuizen broke away, 
leaving no hope of catching her. 
She finished with a time of 21:49. 
Senior Alyssa Penning ran a 
strong race as well, finishing sec-
ond overall with a time of 22:06.

“Nicole [Michmerhuizen] was 
as solid as a rock today,” said 
Diemer.  “She just kept on grind-
ing, and during the second loop 

Calvin is hosting the MIAA volleyball tournament this weekend. The 
Knights play at 7:30 p.m. today against Trine. Tomorrow, the winner plays 

the winner of the Hope/Alma game at 4 p.m. in VanNoord.

BY JUSTIN VANDEN ENDE
On-Call Writer

On a crisp autumn Saturday 
at Zuidema field, the passing 
and shooting of the women’s 
soccer team was just as crisp, 
as it defeated Hope College 
2-0 and clinched a share of the 
MIAA title.

The K nights sought to 
avenge their 2-0 loss to Hope 
earlier in the season, and did 
just that with an all-around, 
well-executed performance.

“We stayed strong the whole 
game,” said freshman Abigail 
Ploeg.

The first ten minutes were 
partially chaotic for Calvin, 
but as they relaxed the team en-
tered into more consistent play. 
Even with Hope outshoot-
ing them 6-2 in the first half, 
Calvin was able to capitalize 
on one of its two shots to take 
the lead.

Senior Frencesca Smith sent 
the ball into the box in the 41st 
minute with Hope’s keeper 
making the initial stop. The 
rebound made its way through 
a maze of players to the edge of 
the 18-yard box, where Ploeg 
collected and calmly deposited 
the ball into the back of the net.

“It def lected just off the 
keepers fingers and went in,” 
said Ploeg.

After the half Calvin started 
to play to its potential. Ploeg 
said their game plan focused 

on shutting down Hope’s offense 
and not making the same mis-
takes they made in the previous 
meeting.

Junior Kelly Koets agreed, say-
ing they tried to “play D on the 
flanks and watch [Hope’s] speed 
on the wings.”

That strong defense translated 
into good possession and more 
scoring chances — the Knights 
outshot Hope 9-3 in the second 
half.

In the 59th minute, Koets 
made a quick pass to freshman 
Taylor TenHarmsel who was 
just outside the 18. TenHarmsel 
returned the ball to Koets, a 
nice give-and-go, to leave Koets 
all alone with the keeper. Koets 
struck the ball, placing it just in-
side the left post for her seventh 
goal of the season.

J u n i o r  k e e p e r  A s h t o n 
Hearn recorded three saves 
to ensure a c lean sheet for 
t he K n ig ht s.  Hear n‘s  most 
impressive stop came early in the 
second half when she rushed out 
on a Hope through ball, block-
ing the initial shot near the edge 
of the 18.

The win clinched a share of the 
MIAA title for Calvin women’s 
soccer with an overall record of 
12-4-1 (11-3-1 in the MIAA).

“It’s awesome,” said Koets 
about the title, “but we want to 
win it outright!”

The Knights have a chance to 
secure the outright title if they can 
take home the win at Adrian this 
Wednesday at 4 p.m.

the competition fell off.”
Sophomores Kate Ardinger 

and Kimby Penning took sixth 
and seventh in 22:24 and 22:26, 
respec t ively,  and f reshman 
McKenzie Diemer rounded out 
the top five in 22:34. Junior Alyssa 
Oram, senior Kaylea Braese, 
sophomore Rebekah Folkema, se-
nior Christine Hartley and sopho-
more Lizzy Vanette rounded out 
the top 10 for Calvin.

Senior Hannah Kregel f in-
ished her collegiate cross country 
career on a high note, running 
a personal best of 23:14 for 6K. 
“I loved these four years. Cross 
country has been one of the high-
lights of my time at Calvin,” said 
Hannah. “I can’t wait to see what 
our team can do at regionals and 
nationals.”

Kerr received the MIAA most 
valuable runner award for win-
ning the jamboree and the confer-
ence, and Michmerhuizen won 
the female award.

The Great Lakes Regional is 
the next race for the team, hosted 
by Anderson University on Nov. 
10. The men are ranked second in 
the nation, and the women sixth. 
Both teams come in as favorites 
to win the region, racing against 
familiar foes like Hope and Alma.

Soccer avenges Hope

Former olympic medalist brings faith into coaching

CALVIN.EDU

Cross country coach Brian Diemer (in 
blue) placed third in the 1984 Olympic 
3000m steeplechase.

Women named MIAA conference champs
XC victorious in MIAA 

BY KYLE RODRIGUEZ
Campus Co-Editor

Brian Diemer was given little 
chance to medal in the 1984 
Olympics men’s 3000-meter stee-
plechase.

Placed in the eighth lane 
to start the race, Diemer was 
in sixth place with less than 
a lap to go.  His  teammate 
Henry Marsh, the American 
record holder and longtime un-
questioned number one for the 
American team, was several 
paces ahead of him.

In his own words, Diemer 
was “very, very sore, very tired.” 
Most American eyes were riveted 
on Marsh, who was expected to 
compete for the gold and had 
made a push to get into the top 
two entering the final lap.

Nevertheless, Diemer would 
be the one represent ing the 
United States on the medal stand 
later that night, something no 
American steeplechase runner 
has accomplished since.

Diemer’s unlikely push for an 
Olympic medal started during his 
senior year of college.

Just a year before the 1984 
Oly mpics  i n  L os  A nge le s , 
Diemer had been plann ing 
on leav ing h is r unning be-
hind after graduating from the 
University of Michigan. But, 
after winning the 1983 NCAA 
Division I steeplechase title, his 
life took a drastic turn.

“Winning the NCAA meet 
changed my life,” Diemer said 
years later, at the 2008 Michigan 
Track Coaches Association semi-
nar. “It put me into a meet that 
I didn’t even know existed, the 
World Championships, where I 
finished 13th.

“All of the sudden, a kid who 
never watched an Olympic games 
had a possibility of making the 
Olympic team.”

Diemer would go on to make 
the U.S. team after f inishing 
second to Marsh in the U.S. time 

trials, and made the final race 
by placing third in his semifinal 
heat. Diemer said this past week 
he was still astonished he even 
made it into the Olympic finals.

“I was amazed to get in the 
finals, and then the final race 
just worked out perfectly,” said 
Diemer.

Diemer’s race strategy was 
simple: be methodical and ef-
ficient over the barriers, putting 
him in position to make a push.

“I had a pret ty good 
k ick  a nd so  I  f ig u red 
that i f I could be there 
with three laps to go, and 
keep setting myself up for 
good positioning, that I 
could f inish pretty hard 
and strong and maybe take 
a shot at it.”

T h a t ’ s  e x a c t l y 
w h a t  h e  d i d ,  p r e s s -
ing forward to pass two 
runners around the outside 
to quickly get in fourth 
place as the runners started 
their final lap.

As the top four runners 
rounded the curve, the first 
place runner and eventual 
champion Julius Korir of 
Kenya pul led away. As 
they went into the stretch 
and over the final hurdle, 
Joseph Mahmoud of France 
passed Marsh, who seemed 
to be losing steam. Diemer 
watched all of this happen from 
just a few strides back, continuing 
to press on through the pain as he 
launched into the final step of his 
strategy: the kick.

Diemer had kept pace with 
the top group through the final 
lap, as the rest of the competition 
fell behind, trying to gain posi-
tion as he ran on the outside of 
Mahmoud and Marsh. He had 
tried to make his move around 
Mahmoud on the curve, but the 
combination of having the outside 
track and a hurdle to contend with 
was too much for Diemer, and 
Mahmoud pulled ahead of both 
Diemer and Marsh.

As they leaped over the final 
hurdle, Diemer saw his chance 
and took it, slowly gaining ground 
on Marsh, and pulling even with 
him with just a few meters to go. 
His momentum carried him, and 
he edged out Marsh for the bronze 
medal by less than two tenths of 
a second.

It would be Diemer’s highest 
placing in any major internation-
al event, and the highest any U.S. 
Olympic athlete has achieved in 

the event since. Diemer would 
compete in the Olympic steeple-
chase again in 1988 and 1992, 
but he was unable to get back on 
the podium.

“It just kept getting tougher 
and tougher,” Diemer said. “The 
Kenyans just kept getting stron-
ger and stronger.”

Diemer noted that a switch 
happened during his time, ex-
plaining that the Europeans had 
been the best distance runners for 
a long time, but African runners 
transitioned into that role during 
his career.

Diemer’s analysis seems to be 
correct, at least in his event. Since 

Diemer’s medal-winning race in 
1984, Kenya has taken home 16 of 
the possible 21 medals, including 
every gold medal.

Diemer  wou ld r u n com-
petitively for 12 more years, 
pa r t ic ipat i ng  i n  t wo more 
Olympics and running for Nike’s 
premier team in multiple interna-
tional events.

But since 1986, Diemer’s most 
dominant success has been at 
Calvin College, where he’s been 

coaching cross country 
ever since.

D i e m e r  t o o k  o v e r 
the men’s cross country 
prog ram in 1986,  and 
would coach women’s 
cross country in addition 
af ter 2006, leading the 
teams to a combined 30 
MIAA championships. 
With that total, Diemer is 
the winningest coach in 
Calv in h istor y, in any 
sport, and third all-time in 
the MIAA.

Since 1998, Diemer’s 
led the men’s team to four 
national championships 
and four runner-up sea-
sons, including the second 
best point total in NCAA 
Division III history dur-
i ng  t he i r  20 0 6 cha m-
pionship per formance. 
He also coached the 2008 
women’s team to second 

place in 2008, as well as three 
other top-four finishes since 2006.

His winning ways have earned 
him 16 of the past 17 Great Lakes 
Regional Cross Country Coach 
of the Year awards, as well as 
four NCAA DIII Coach of the 
Year awards.

Diemer’s coaching strategy 
emphasizes the mentality neces-
sary to succeed in competitive 
running, something he learned 
while competing in the Olympics 
all those years ago.

“I think that mentally I un-
derstand that you can’t just 
do it with your physical abili-
ties, you have to engage your 

mind, and you really have to 
prepare yourself and set yourself 
up for greatness, and a lot of that 
comes from the mindset,” Diemer 
said.

Diemer says that his years of 
professional running helped him 
realize how important a safe en-
vironment could be for athletes, 
something he tries to incorporate 
into his coaching at Calvin.

“I t ry to provide an emo-
tionally stable atmosphere so 
that these kids can get the best 
out of themselves,  because 
there’s something steady, some-
thing they can count on here,” 
Diemer said.

“I understand the need for that 
emotional stability when you’re 
trying to shoot for the moon, try-
ing to accomplish something very 
much ‘out there.’”

Diemer’s strategies have been 
successful thus far, and look to 
be working again in 2012, as 
Calvin’s men’s team is ranked 
second i n  t he  nat ion ,  a nd 
its women’s team is ranked sixth, 
according to the U.S Track and 
Field and Cross Country Coaches 
Association.

But no matter where his teams 
finish the season, Diemer says the 
most important concept he can 
pass on to his runners is the need 
for proper perspective.

“Any Christian athlete should 
say, ‘God has given me this abil-
ity and I just want to first and 
foremost say thanks to him for 
this ability,’” said Diemer.

“I want to use it, and when I 
use it to my best, it just gives me 
pleasure, you know, just to go out 
there and do this in saying thanks 
to him.”

Diemer emphasized that his 
runners much understand why 
they are going through the gru-
eling training long distance run-
ning requires.

“It’s not an ends, but a means 
to be used by God,” said Diemer. 
“It’s a platform, and I think 
that makes all the difference 
in the world.”



ETCETER A
10 SUDOKU

“Who says white guys can’t dance? Word.”
 - Professor Fondse, English

“It’s downright scaryfying!”
 - Professor Anker, English

“They were probably making out in the park, not 
bonkin’ on the bunch.”
 - Professor Romanowski, CAS

C A M P U S  S A F E T Y  R E P O RT
10/23/2012
While investigating a found wallet, a campus safety employee found what 
appeared to be a fake driver’s liscense.  the person who the wallet be-
longed to was contacted ad questioned about the fake license.  The results 
of the investigation were forwarded to Judicial Affairs.

10/24/2012
Campus safety took a report of a hit and run resulting in property damage 
in Lot 6.  A white Ford F-350 pickup truck was observed backing into a 
parked car.  the driver of the Ford did not call campus safety and did not 
leave beind contact information for the victim of the car that was stuck.  
Campus safety is attempting to contact the owner of the F-350 in order to 
obtain a statement regarding the accident. 
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11“ ”
I must admit that the story on the front page is not 
quite the whole story. Not every voice is represented.

Abby Zwart, Editorial

From the
  Editor

BY JENNIFER KANG
Staff Writer

With the presidential elec-
t ions coming up, I am bom-
barded with so many campaign 
advertisements and news stories. 
Everywhere I turn, the election is 
in my face. Of course I contem-
plate which candidate to vote for; 
however, I find myself also asking 
which one of the candidates I find 
most trustworthy and honest.

Politicians are usually stereo-
typed as dishonest. And some-
times it is hard for me to trust 
their silver-tongued promises, 
especially during hard times like 
now with our poor economy. I 
need actions to prove their words. 
Promise to act is not enough. 
Why?

This could be because of my 
ref lection of politics. However, 
digging deeper, I f ind myself 
in general trusting words less. 
Distrusting a stranger’s words 
might be normal, but distrusting 
of seemingly trustworthy friends’ 
words is not as normal. I am not 
trying to say that I distrust my 
friends. I think a better way to 
state it is, I distrust the way that 
people, including me, sometimes 
use language.

I have noticed there are mo-
ments when people tend to exag-
gerate. When friends tell each 
other stories, it becomes natural 
to exaggerate how long a trip was, 
how painful a needle shot was. 
Friends want to make the stories 
interesting, worthwhile.

I have also heard how people 
use the words “love” and “hate” 
as words of exaggeration.

“Oh god, I hate that girl,” one 
friend says to me.

But whenever anyone uses such 
an extreme word such as “hate,” I 

wonder if they really mean “hate” 
or merely “dislike.” Most times, 
we do not consider the words 
“love” and “hate” as extreme 
words and use it carelessly.

The exaggerating phrase “the 
worst” is used quite often in our 
culture today.

“That was the worst!” is usual-
ly a phrase I overhear quite often.

I am also guilty in using that 
phrase, quite often actually. But 
it was a response from my mother 
that made me realize what those 
words truly mean.

“Really? You cannot think of 
anything else that was worse than 
that?” she asked me after I used 
that phrase when telling her about 
a midterm I took.

As a result, after the phrase 
escapes my lips, at least f ive 
other worse situations pop in my 
head now. And I usually regret 
it, because I am not saying what 
I mean, and others may misun-
derstand me.

I have observed moments when 
sarcastic language brought laugh-
ter, but there are many other 
times when it has been hurtful. 
I have many friends who really 
like using sarcastic language; I 
admit I also like to use sarcasm. 
However, I have seen times when 
our sarcastic tone was not picked 
up on, and our comments hurt 
our other f r iends. And even 
though we might apologize pro-
fusely, it is no use. The hurtful 
words have been said, and they 
cannot be taken back. No matter 
how much you may insist that the 
words had no truth in it, he or she 
will insist in their mind that those 
words would not have been said 
if there was no grain of truth. It 
hurts when you injure the people 
you love, and I usually curse my 
mouth for being so careless.

These are just a couple of ex-

BY MITCH BLANKESPOOR
Staff Writer

The dreaded day was Sept. 
16. The entire hockey world 
woke up to the news it hoped 
would never come. The National 
Hockey League, also known as 
the NHL, and its owners locked 
out the National Hockey League 
Players’ Association. A lockout 
has ensued, with no end currently 
in sight.  

What’s the heart of the prob-
lem? Money. The two sides cannot 
agree on a new collective bargain-
ing agreement, a basic contract 
between the NHL team owners 
and the Players’ Association on 
revenue splitting. The old agree-
ment which, ended Sept. 15, had 
the players’ share between 54-57 
percent, depending on the size of 
the league’s revenue. $3.3 billion 
in revenue was the estimated 
amount the league would make 
during the 2012-13 season. The 
owners of the 30 NHL franchises 
believe the players were making 
too much money with the past 
agreement, and want to cut their 
salaries. The players simply want 
a fair wage and to be on the ice.

This lockout, still ongoing, 
hurts the owners, the players and 
the fans.

The owners of these franchises 
are getting hurt because fans are 
not filling the seats because there 
are no games. These owners are 
attempting to gain a higher per-
centage of the total revenue to 
gain profit. In an article in Forbes 
in 2012, Kurt Badenhausen writes 
that only three of the 30 teams 
operated at a profit last season. 
The owners are trying to change 
this by locking out the players, but 
the cost is too steep. According 
to Calvin’s club hockey team 
goaltender and avid hockey fan 
Trevor Boardway, the owners are 
being greedy.

“The owners believe the play-
ers are making too much money, 
plain and simple,” says Boardway. 
“This greed is causing the play-
ers and fans to develop a hatred 
toward the majority of ownership 
in the NHL.”

This lockout also hurts the 
players. They are the ones who go 
out and play the NHL’s 82 game 
season. Now, in all likelihood, 
they will be earning even less 
money. And that’s not even this 
season. With the lockout in effect, 
players do not earn their NHL sal-
ary at all. Because of this, many of 
the games greatest stars are play-
ing overseas until the NHL and 
the Players’ Association comes to 
an agreement.

Take the Detroit Red Wings, 
for example, have been the model 
of consistency in the NHL for 
more than two decades. The last 
time the winged wheel missed 
the playoffs was 1990. As of 
Oct. 12, nine players for the Red 
Wings have committed to playing 
overseas. One of these, Henrik 
Zetterberg, agreed to play in 
Switzerland Oct. 8.

“I think, like I was saying be-
fore, I wanted to wait a little bit 
before I went and played [over-
seas.] But in the last few weeks, 
the indication is it’s going to get 
tougher and tougher to get spots 
over there, especially with the 
contract I have and insurance 
costs,” said Zetterberg in a USA 
Today story.

Zetterberg is the likely choice 
to be Detroit’s next captain, re-
placing Nicklas Lindstrom, who 
retired on May 31 after the con-
clusion of last season. Zetterberg 
turns 32 this season. He is not 
far in age from many of his Red 
Wing teammates. In the 2011-12 
season, Detroit’s roster averaged 
29.2 years of age per player, the 
second oldest in the NHL. If the 
lockout endures the length of 
the season, just like the previous 
one that cancelled the 2004-05 
season, every player in the NHL 
will be a year older before his 
next NHL owners game. This 
will hurt Detroit more than most.

Players like Zetterberg, Pavel 
Datsuyk, Johan Franzen and 
Todd Bertuzzi will all be older 
than 33 after this season. The Red 
Wings have brought up young, 
relatively unknown players to 
replace older or retiring players 
before, but in several years, the 
main core of what is now the Red 
Wings will be different.

The Red Wings and the other 
29 NHL teams expected their 
season to begin Oct. 11. Thus far, 
games through Nov. 1 have been 
cancelled, resulting in a big loss 
of revenue.

“Roughly 82 million dollars in 
players’ salaries was lost because 
of the first two weeks of the lock-
out,” Boardway said. “No wonder 
many of the players are leaving to 
play overseas.”

No one is hurt more by this 
lockout more than the fans.  Their 
beloved teams should be playing 
two or three times a week this 
time of year. Instead, all they 
hear are countless debates, argu-
ments and news releases about the 
lockout. All they want is hockey.

According to Calvin English 
p r o fe s s o r  a nd  ho c ke y  f a n 
David Urban, fans lose inter-
es t  in the N HL because of 
the lockout.

“Fans become disenchanted 
with the NHL owners, players 
and teams,” says Urban, who 
recently published an article on 
the NHL lockout’s impact on the 
Grand Rapids Griffins. “People 
are making sacrifices to make 
ends meet in this economy. Fans 
wonder why the owners and 
players can’t make reasonable 
sacrifices to end the lockout.”

Owners are not the only ones 
losing money in this. Many peo-
ple who work for the organization 
or at the arena are now without 
jobs. Andrew Solov, a vendor 
for the Florida Panthers, used 
to work five nights a week. He 
gained a reputation for barking 
in his panther costume whenever 
Florida scored a goal. Now he is 
sitting at home, looking for a job.

“I miss the hockey games al-
ready,” Solov said in an Oct. 
12 Sun Sentinel article. “I miss 
the guests. I miss the roar of the 
crowd. When the Panthers score, 
I’m right there high-fiving fans. I 
really get into it.”

When will the NHL resume? 
No one knows. This is the third 
work stoppage during the ten-
ure of current NHL commis-
sioner Gary Bettman. Fans and 
players alike are worried this 
stoppage could yield the same 
result as the previous lockout, 
the cancellation of the season. 
The fans and players want this to 
be resolved. All we can do now 
is wait.

Your move, Mr. Bettman.

Richard Chimes.
Celebrating Reformation 
Day in style since 1517.

The fi rst issue of Chimes 
was 95 sentences long.

If you’ve had your ears open 
in the department lounges and 
professor off ices of Calvin 
this week, you’ve probably 
heard some rumblings about 
the budget crisis. Local and 
denominational news sources 
have picked up the story of late, 
and this week’s front page of 
Chimes will give you the whole 
story. If you haven’t read it, I’d 
ask that you f lip to the front 
and get informed before con-
tinuing to read this editorial.

The news story my manag-
ing editor and I composed for 
this week is, we hope, an in-
formative and fair description 
of the situation. Most adults 
on campus have been noti-
fied of the problem, but most 
students have not. Part of our 
mission here at Chimes is to 
inform students, so we hope 
you now feel included in the 
conversation.

A second mission of Chimes 
is to present balanced perspec-
tives — we’re always looking 
for both sides of the story. 
In service to that mission, I 
must admit that the story on 
the front page is not quite the 
whole story. Not every voice is 
represented.

My experience covering 
this story has been one of the 
best learning moments of my 
career at Chimes. I’ve learned 
a lot about journalism, about 
ethics and about how excellent 
Calvin really is. On the scale of 
Chimes editors, I’m probably on 
the less adventurous side when 
it comes to writing exposés. 

While I know it’s necessary to call 
out the college when it stumbles, 
I don’t feel the need to stir up un-
necessary trouble, rant or rave. 
I genuinely love this place, and 
want to use my editorial power 
charitably.

So it’s out of that love that I 
seek to carry out Chimes’ mission 
regarding complete and balanced 
stories. The unheard voice in our 
budget story is that of the faculty 
and staff of Calvin. President Le 
Roy’s perspective on the crisis is 
(I think appropriately) optimis-
tic, and he’s put forward a great 
attitude regarding the situation. 
His interview for the Chimes story 
was relaxed, candid and help-
ful. However, based on personal 
conversations with professors 
and a few anecdotes I’ve heard 
from the faculty assembly this 
past Monday, I’ve come to hear 
another outlook on the state of 
affairs.

There has always been a sense 
at Calvin that finances are well 
managed. Departments and pro-
grams are tightly run ships, but 
they rarely feel like they’re sink-
ing. This sudden announcement 
of a budget gap has left many 
feeling shocked and confused. 
The word “betrayal” is also being 
tossed around.

Faculty and staff work hard 
to recruit students, get them 
interested in multiple disciplines 
and create community among 
departments. The severity of this 
crisis has the potential to put that 
all in jeopardy.

In such a small and tight-knit 
community as Calvin, everyone 
knows everyone. While this can 
create a sense of connectedness 
and ensure good communication, 
it also means that when things 
go wrong, we look for someone 
to blame. The previous admin-
istration is getting a lot of f lak 
from a group of professors who 

were becoming increasingly 
disillusioned anyway. Who 
was supposed to be watching 
out for situations like this? 
they wonder. Was something 
purposefully covered up, or 
were there simply incompetent 
individuals? Has the money all 
been accounted for, or is there 
still room for suspicion?

The ethicality of investing 
money donated to a nonprofit 
institution has also been ques-
tioned. While it’s certainly not 
illegal, many wonder whether 
it’s right to invest the assets 
of an establishment that has 
a mission it seeks to carry out 
and a large group of people 
depending on it.

As you can see, questions 
abound. Some members of our 
community are sorrowful, and 
still others are distrustful. But 
amidst all the confusion and 
hurt feelings, a bright spot has 
shone through. President Le 
Roy has handled the situation 
brilliantly. Recognizing that 
he has not been able to gain 
the trust of the college com-
munity in such a short time as 
president, his approach to the 
circumstance has been open 
and encouraging. He answers 
questions without dodging, 
doesn’t dismiss opinions and 
promotes clear communica-
tion. I know I as a student have 
been impressed, and I think 
faculty, staff and other com-
munity members have been 
as well.

So that’s the whole story — 
or as whole as I can tell you. 
It’s a view of the situation from 
a concerned student with a 
public platform. Form your 
own opinions about the issue, 
but form them having heard 
both sides.

~ajz

amples of using language care-
lessly. I am not suggesting to 
completely eliminate exaggera-
tion and sarcasm when we use 
language, because I do believe 
that they can be very useful 
tools in certain circumstances. 
However, I am proposing that 
people be careful with the ways 
they use language, especially 
those who are Christians.

A simple Internet search 
with “words Bible verses” 
brings up a plethora of results 
of biblical verses dealing with 
the power of words.

“I tell you, on the day of 
judgment people with give ac-
count for every careless words 
they speak ...” states Matthew 
12:36 (ESV).

As Christians, we are go-
ing to be held accountable in 
how we use our words. This 
should make us careful in 
how we talk with each other. 
Words can help build commu-
nity or destroy it. We should 
take care of each other in ev-
ery aspect including speech, 
bui lding a st rong body of 
Christ together.

Words have power. You do 
not need to be a Christian to be-
lieve that. I am sure that many 
have seen words build some-
one up and also tear someone 
down. Words alone have that 
scary power. We have all been 
equipped with that power, 
and we must all be wary of it. 
Because if we are careless with 
words, we might deeply wound 
someone. And the scary thing 
is that sometimes meaningful 
words, such as an apology, 
that may come after, does not 
erase the careless words and 
the inflicted wound. Therefore, 
we must treat words a little 
more carefully.

NHL lockout continues

Exaggeration, sarcasm can be damaging
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